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INTRODUCTORY 


In the early days of Methodism, when Frank- 
ford consisted of one thoroughfare, Frankford 
Road, and the old block-stone houses were scat- 
tered along its tree-sheltered sides, when a few 
of the now ancient buildings that are left as 
relics of former days were centers of life, there 
is but little doubt that the Rev. Francis Asbury, 
pioneer Methodist Episcopal Bishop of America, 
or other early Methodist itinerants, must have 
stopped occasionally, dropping the seed of the 
kingdom by the way. 

Frankford Road was a. much-traveled high- 
way leading out of Philadelphia, and that many 
notables sojourned here is a matter of record. 

Among the important buildings of this early 
day was the Frankford Academy, which was first 
occupied by Dr. Allison, who was also pastor of 
the Presbyterian Church. Under his charge the 
school maintained a high reputation, and among 
its pupils were a number who became men of 
distinction, one of these being Commodore De- 
catur. 

This building had a number of changes in 
ownership and uses. At one time it belonged to 
the Presbyterian Church. It was finally bought 
by Robert and Samuel Huckel, who sold it in 
1830 to the Society which afterward organized 
as Rehoboth Methodist Episcopal Church. 

It is very difficult to exactly locate the begin- 
nings of Methodism in Frankford. We have 
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record of a visit, in 1804, of the Rev. David 
Bartine in the village, and of his preaching in 
the home of a colored family ; also of a visit ten 
years later, when he is reported as preaching the 
Word of God. Rev. William Torbit is quoted 
as saying that, while traveling the Bristol Circuit, 
he found a small Society of Methodists here hav- 
ing preaching service in the Academy. 

With varying success effort was put forth 
from time to time to maintain a class and preach- 
ing service until, under the labors of the Revs. 
William P. Jones and J. L. Gilder, after preach- 
ing in the Academy in the afternoon, and in the 
evening at the home of Mr. Hugh De Haven, 
now No. 4419 Frankford Avenue, there were 
eight penitents seeking salvation, and the number 
reached thirty souls converted during the month 
that followed. 

This was in March, 1829, and is regarded as 
the true beginning of the Methodist Society 
which has continued to grow and bless Frank- 
ford to this day. 

In presenting to the reader as full an account 
as possible of the various enterprises of- the 
church which grew out of these beginnings, and 
at the same time keep the matter within the lim- 
its of a small book, we will divide the subject 
under these several heads, devoting a chapter to 
each: “The Story of Our Church,” “Church. 
Buildings,” “Our Pastors,” ‘The Sunday-school” 
and “Other Organizations.” 





REV. JEFFERSON LEWIS REV. CALEB A, LIPPINCOTT 





March, 1833—March, 1835 March, 1835—March, 1837 





REV, JAMES NEILL REV. W. W. FOULKS 





March, 1836—March, 1837 March, 1837—March, 1838 





Pais TORY Ob OURSCHURCH 


The story of the growth and development of 
Methodism in Frankford is full of interest, and 
could be extended to fill a volume if it were 
deemed wise, and still much would remain to be 
told. The names which appear from time to 
time bring to mind men and women of educa- 
tion, refinement, and sterling character; and it is 
due them that reference be made here to their 
noble works. It is not, however, within the 
scope of this volume to more than hint at what 
they accomplished, and we can only mention the 
more prominent workers. 

Methodism in Frankford had a good begin- 
ning. It was born in a revival in 1829, when 
some thirty persons were converted. Prior to 
this time Frankford had been visited by min- 
isters and laymen who saw in the town a prom- 
ising field for operation. There were some fami- 
lies of Methodists who came to reside in the vil- 
lage, who did much to awaken the interest of 
their neighbors in their spiritual welfare. 

There is mention of a class-meeting as early 
as 1811, and of an organization prior to 1815, 
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which, however, must have gone out of exist- 
ence after a time; for, although in 1823 there 
seems to have been a small company who had 
preaching occasionally, there was no class-meet- 
ing, in 1826 but three of its members remaining 
in the village. 

The Society occupied the Academy in 1830, 
and on October 3, 1831, the Rev. Edward Page, 
preacher in charge of the Bristol Circuit, ap- 
pointed the following named persons Trustees 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Frank- 
ford: William Huckel, John Barndollar, Michael 
Knorr, Charles A. Snyder, Isaiah S. Dewees, 
Samuel Huckel, Mark Packard, Israel Morrison, 
and Rev. Samuel Sneyd. It was in this year that 
Frankford became part of Bristol Circuit. 

In 1832 the Circuit was divided, and Frank- 
ford was placed with Germantown Circuit. 

The class lists for the years 1831 and 1832 
give us the membership of the church at its 
beginning, and we think it wise to publish the 
names here: 


Abraham Mosely Amos Gaun 
Mary Mosely Julia Risdine 
Mark Packard Rachel Lopez 
Mary Packard Jacob Swearer 


George’ Gaun Eliza Platt 


THE STORY OF OUR CHURCH 11 


Jane Carman 

P. R. Collins 
Samuel Teas 
Harriet Teas 
Hannah Harris 
Amy B. English 
Charles Barndollar 
Sarah Hipwell 
Ann Walters 
Sarah Brown 
Eliza Atkinson 
Julia Core 

Eliza Roads 

Mary Brown 
Catharine Stout 
Abigail Blackman 
Sarah Ruse 

Ann Woodington 
Samuel Core 
Mary Ruse 
Francis Barndollar 
Mary Ann English 
Robert Lee 
Harriet Lee 
Samuel Lodge 
Mary Holden 
Ephraim Green 


Samuel Huckel 
Rebecca Ann Huckel 
Mary Gibson 
Hannah Edwards 
Bathsheba Alkinns 
Mary Comley 
Charles A. Snyder 
Sarah Reese 
Richard Stout 
Catharine Stout 
Jonathan Woodington 
Martha Woodington 
Jane Frazier 
Martha Carpenter 
Eleanor Callahan 
James Wilson 
Sarah Wilson 

Jane Callahan 
James Layton 
Rachel Rogers 
Lydia Yost 

Philip Foulkrod 
Frances Foulkrod 
Ann Mills 

William Edwards 
Ann Solly 
Elizabeth Bryan 
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Isaiah S. Dewees 
Mary Dewees 
Sydney Williams 
Mary Ann Smith 
Sarah Marshall 
John Barndollar 
Sarah Barndollar 
Susan Yost 
Mary Yost 

Ann Hall 
William Huckel 
Susan Huckel 
Maria Huckel 
Rachel Jenks 
Mary Flitcraft 
Elizabeth Owen 
Mary Colebaugh 
Peter Low 
Dorcas Onyx 


Charlotte Platt 
Lydia Hall 

Ann Houghton 
John Chinn 
Edward Shock 
Theodosia Barber 
Israel Morrison 
Catharine Morrison 
Hester Grumm 
Emma Knight 
William Stull 
Sarah Nicolas 
Catharine Rupp 
Margaret Kildair 
Sarah Linteman 
Catharine Hoffman 
Sarah Layton 
Catharine Foster 


Up to 1832 the church was but part of a cir- 
cuit, having services in its turn as the preacher 
and his assistants could arrange. The members 
were connected with a Quarterly Conference 
distant from the church,—and as a consequence 
had but little local enterprise, and scarcely any 
pastoral service. ‘The membership, however, in- 
creased so that it was considered advisable to 
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become a separate charge. Application was 
made, in 1833, to the Philadelphia Conference, 
held in Newark, and the Conference set Frank- 
ford apart, with the Rev. Jefferson Lewis as 
pastor. It was during this pastorate that a form 
of Constitution was prepared, but it was not 
acted upon. ‘The name of the church had been 
simply the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Frankford. The name “Rehoboth” was adopted 
at the suggestion of the first pastor, Brother 
Lewis. 

With the Academy building, which was the 
first regular meeting-house, there was acquired 
the lot of ground surrounding it, now occupied 
as a burying-ground, and the church property, 
but not the present parsonage lot. One of the 
first acts of the Trustees who had oversight of 
this property was to plan the burying-ground, 
which was laid out in lots 8 x 10 feet. These 
were offered for sale at $10 each. One excep- 
tion was made, to comply with the condition of 
the sale of the property, which was that a lot 
16 x 20 feet should be set aside for William 
Huckel and his heirs. The Trustees who are 
mentioned in connection with these transactions 
are: Michael Knorr, President; William Huckel, 
Treasurer; Samuel MHuckel, Secretary; John 
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Barndollar and Isaiah S. Dewees. A vote of 
thanks is recorded as given to Isaac Shallcross, 
Esq., for professional services rendered gratut- 
tously to the church. 

The church grew in numbers and influence, 
and soon the accommodations were found in- 
adequate. In 1834 a new structure was pro- 
posed, and these pioneers of our church under- 
took, though it seemed to them to be a great 
task, to raise the money needed for this enter- 
prise. An account of the operation will be found 
in the chapter on “Church Buildings.” 

While Frankford was made a separate charge 
by the appointment of a pastor, it seems, from 
the account we have of the term of the Rev. 
Caleb A. Lippincott, that Holmesburg and 
Bridesburg were for some time connected with 
it. It was on this account that a co-pastor (Rey. 
James Neill) was appointed in 1836, though 
Brother Lippincott appears to have served the 
entire charge alone for one year. 

Owing to the prevailing financial depression 
and the ill health of Rev. W. W. Foulks during 
his pastorate, in 1837, it became necessary for 
the maintenance of public services on Sunday 
to place the church in the hands of the City 
Missions, who then supplied the pulpits of weak 





REV. R. W. THOMAS 


March, 1839—March, 1841 








REV. JOHN IL. TAFT REV. JOHN A. BOYLE 








March, 1841—March, 1843 March, 1843—March, 1845 





THE STORY OF OUR CHURCH 17 


churches. It was at this time that the Rev. M. 
D. Kurtz, then a young man, was appointed as 
junior preacher. He served but a short time, 
however, being transferred to Germantown. The 
Rev. Samuel Sneyd, a former member of the 
Board of Trustees and a local preacher much 
esteemed by the church, filled the pulpit accept- 
ably during the latter part of the Conference 
year. 

Another effort was made to have a Constitu- 
tion agreed upon, and an application presented 
to the Supreme Court for a charter for the 
church. A church meeting negatived this move- 
ment, and it was delayed until a later date. 

During the pastorate of the Rev. John Henry, 
in 1838, William Stone and Hugh DeHaven re- 
signed from the Board of Trustees, and John 
Knorr and William Chamberlain were elected 
as their successors. At the same time a meeting 
of the Trustees and members of the church was 
held for the purpose of considering the Act of 
Incorporation presented by Isaac Shallcross, 
Esq., which it was stated had passed the State 
Supreme Court, but had not yet been signed by 
the governor, and which did not entirely meet 
the views of some members. It was resolved to 
appoint a committee, consisting of three Trus- 


18 REHOBOTH M. E. CHURCH 


tees, and three private members of the church, 
to whom the act should be referred, with power 
to amend, or prepare a new one, as seemed best, 
the committee to report to a meeting of cor- 
porate members for final action. The following 
persons were named to constitute this Commit- 
tee: For the Trustees, Michael Knorr, John 
Knorr, and Samuel Huckel; for the church, 
Isaac Shallcross, W. Morris, and EF. Shock. 

The committee met on June 14, 1838, and 
adopted a form of Constitution. For some un- 
explained reason, the meeting for adoption was 
_ not called until May 2, 1839, when a new pastor, 
the Rev. R. W. Thomas, was in charge. At this 
meeting a new Constitution was adopted, and 
the pastor and Michael Knorr were appointed to 
procure the Act of Incorporation for the church 
according to the Constitution adopted. ‘They 
discharged the duty for which they were ap- 
pointed, and on April 30, 1840, the charter was 
placed in the hands of the Secretary of the Board 
of Trustees. 

It might be interesting to state that this char- 
ter was for a number of years among the papers 
of the late Isaac Shallcross, its whereabouts be- 
ing unknown by the church. It was recovered 
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about 1895, and placed with other valuable 
church papers in a secure place. 

We find record at different times of debts on 
the church. During the pastorate of the Rev. 
John L. Taft, in 1841, a committee, consisting of 
H. Retzer, S. Huckel, and the pastor, was ap- 
pointed by the Board of Trustees to form a sink- 
ing fund with which to pay off a debt of $1730.50. 
This was arranged before the close of the Con- 
ference year. At this time Lewis Brous was 
elected to the Board of Trustees, in which posi- 
tion he served the church faithfully until his 
death in 1900. It is interesting to note that the 
salary of Brother Taft was $400. 

It is difficult to picture the former days. As 
we read the history of the past, the actors in it 
seem to move in and about our present build- 
ings amidst the conditions with which we are 
so familiar. But the. changes have been very 
great. In those early days the church building 
was plain, the floors uncarpeted, the seats. with- 
out cushions; the lighting, candles or oil lamps; 
the heating, large stoves, with their unsightly 
pipes which were held in position by long wires. 
The streets were unpaved, the sidewalks being 
made passable only by the cinders the faithful 
members distributed along the way. An aged 
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member of the church once described how, in 
the evenings, the ladies would go in parties with 
lanterns, to pick their way as they journeyed 
through the mud. 

That the habits of some of the church-goers 
were not over-refined, is made to appear by the 
report that the Trustees had been very much 
exercised about the demeanor of some of the 
worshippers during services. Finally, after due 
consideration, a set of Rules and Regulations 
was prepared and presented at a meeting of the 
Board in 1843. These were adopted, and it was 
resolved that the pastor, Rev. John A. Boyle, 
should refer to them and read them to the peo- 
ple as often as he should see fit. With the pass- 
ing of the years some things then conspicuous, 
to the detriment of the church, have disappeared 
or been greatly modified, so that the publication 
here of the rules referred to is not deemed wise. 

The Rev. J. Richards Boyle, now a prominent 
retired member of the Philadelphia Conference, 
and who has served some of the best charges, 
was born in Frankford during the pastoral term 
of his father, the Rev. John A. Boyle. 

During the term of the Rev. Christopher J. 
Crouch (1846), the church seems to have been 
well provided with lay workers. We find in the 





REV. CHRISTOPHER J. CROUCH REV. HENRY G. KING 


March, 1845—March, 1847 March, 1847—March, 1849 





REV. JAMES H. McFARLAND REV. WILLIAM COOPER, D.D. 


March, 1849—March, 1851 March, 1851—March, 1852 
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Quarterly Conference records that there were 
two local preachers, Dr. Robert Burns and J. 
Woodfield, and four exhorters, Marcus Boon, 
Ralph Byram, Joshua Brous, and Richard L. 
Barwis. 

There was probably not then the complete 
relation that now exists between the church and 
the Sunday-school, for we find a resolution read- 
ing as follows: “Resolved, That the Sunday- 
school Society be recommended to make the 
pastors of our church, for the time being, mem- 
bers ex officio of their Board of Managers.” 
Samuel Huckel, Ralph Byram, Walter Lawton, 
Marcus Boon, and James Woodfield were ap- 
pointed as a committee to visit the Sunday- 
school at least once a month. 

In 1847 an application was made to the Board 
of Trustees by the Frankford Literary Associa- 
tion for the use of the lower rooms of the 
Academy in which to hold meetings. It was 
suggested by some members of the Board that a 
better use of the rooms could be made if the 
property were so altered as to provide a dwelling 
for the use of the sexton, and a committee was 
appointed to carry out this plan if it met with 
their approval. It was at this meeting that the 
Acting Committee was directed to dispose of the 
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bell if an opportunity presented itself, and to 
remove the cupola of the Academy. 

As illustrating the literal interpretation of the 
rule of our church to estimate the preacher’s 
salary, we have record during the pastorate of 
the Rev. Henry G. King of the following report 
of the Steward’s Committee on Ministerial Sup- 
port. 


Pastor’s annual allowance.......... $200.00 
Two children under 7 years........ 32.00 
Two children, 7 to 14 years....... 48.00 
TableSexpensess steianccnni amen ve 312.00 
Ei bod es ares cA i A ress Sree ees 30.00 

Total, exclusive of house rent.... $622.00 


The church continued to increase in numbers 
and enthusiasm. In 1848 the basement was 
fitted up, and settees were furnished. Heaters 
also were placed in the church, and before 
Brother King retired from Rehoboth as pastor 
a new vestibule had been built on the front of the 
church. 

We note from time to time that new officers 
were elected to service in the church. Of those 
who have not been mentioned before, A. Abrams, 
W. Lawton, H. Retzer, and J. Knorr were 
elected members of the Board of Trustees in 
1840, John Thorn and W. Morris in 1842, Ralph 
Byram in 1843, R. L. Barwis in 1844, Peter 
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Otto in 1845, Bramily Byram in 1846, and E. 
Thomas, H. Rile, and Isaac Chipman in 1848. 

On February 1, 1849, a special meeting of the 
Board of Trustees was called for the purpose of 
authorizing the Treasurer to receive from I. T. 
Cooper, executor of the estate of the late Rev. 
Ezekiel Cooper, the sum of one hundred dollars, 
which was bequeathed to Rehoboth Church, and 
to receipt for the same. 

During this year, under the pastorate of the 
Rev. James H. MacFarland, there seems to have 
been unusual prosperity in the church. A com- 
mittee was appointed to inquire about the cost 
of a site for a parsonage building. The matter 
appears to have ended at this time with the com- 
mittee’s report. Another committee, consisting 
of the pastor, Edwin Jenks, Henry Retzer, Her- 
bert Reynolds, and Israel Taylor, was appointed 
to obtain estimates for the building of a new M. 
E. Church in Bridesburg. At the same meeting 
a resolution was adopted “That we have a sec- 
ond M. EK. Church in Frankford.” 

The Rev. William Cooper succeeded to the 
pastorate in 1851, and shortly afterward Brides- 
burg became a separate charge, and received 
substantial aid and helpful counsel from Re- 
hoboth in perfecting their organization. The 
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names of James Pattison, John Wilcock, John 
Robinson, Alexander Arrison, and Joseph B. 
Kemp appear as Trustees. W. W. Wood seems 
also to have served for a time. 

The ministry of James Cunningham, D. D., be- 
gan in 1852, under favorable conditions, and in 
a short time it was deemed necessary to enlarge 
the audience room of the church. The work of 
preparing for this improvement was given to a 
joint committee of the Board of Trustees and 
of the Quarterly Conference. The work was 
pushed with energy, and completed at the close 
of the summer of the following year. 

At the election of Trustees in 1853 we find the 
additional names of John Shallcross, Samuel 
Edgar, and William T. Wright. The latter was 
elected Treasurer, and served as such for many 
years. He died in 1892. We find a memoran- 
dum stated that in November R. T. Williams 
and Samuel Cooper were elected to fill vacancies 
in the Board of Stewards. Primitive methods of 
lighting the church were continued until the end 
of this year, when gas was proposed, and after 
some delay introduced. 

The name of T. M. Miles appears on the list 
of officials of the church when the Rev. George 
Quigley became pastor, in 1854. The official 













Sane Nee - 5 
REV. GEORGE S. QUIGLEY 


March, 1852—March, 1854 March, 1854—March, 1856 





REV. JAMES CUNNINGHAM 


REV. ALLEN JOHNS REV, WILLIAM I,, GRAY 


March, 1856—March, 1858 March, 1858—March, 1859 
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reports indicate that there was a healthy activity 
in all departments of church work. Samuel Ep- 
peheimer was elected to fill a vacancy in the 
Board of Stewards. 

Robert W. Jackson, a local preacher from 
England with proper credentials, was received 
into the church by the Quarterly Conference as 
a local preacher. A committee appointed to 
consider the needs of the district in regard to 
an additional Methodist Church reported favor- 
ably thereon, and recommended immediate ac- 
tion. The report was received, but action was 
postponed indefinitely. 

In May of 1855 R. T. Williams was elected a 
member of the Board of Trustees. When the 
Rev. Allen Johns entered upon his work in 
1856, the subject of building a parsonage was 
engaging official attention. A proposition was 
made to occupy the site of the Academy with a 
new building. This had been practically agreed 
upon, when another proposition was made to 
purchase the dwelling immediately adjoining the 
church on the north side, then owned by R. L. 
Barwis, who was willing to sell it for $3000, and 
allow a mortgage for $2000 to remain on the 
property. His offer was accepted, and the church 
became the owner of the house, which continued 
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to be occupied as a parsonage until 1890, when 
the present building was erected. 

On March 3, 1858, at the close of Brother 
John’s term, he had the satisfaction of presiding 
at a meeting of the Board of Trustees, and of 
arranging for the introduction of a singing class 
to a place in the church services. This marks 
the beginning of our church choir. The pastor 
was directed to announce the decision to the 
congregation and to the leader of the singing 
class. 

Among the names appearing on the official 
list, we now find as newly elected Trustees, 
Cherie Borie and William Calland. 

The question of a second church in Frankford 
frequently agitated the minds of the members, 
and at this time, under the pastorate of the Rev. 
William L. Gray, a move was made to secure a 
lot on which to erect a church building. The 
matter was considered by special committees, 
but no definite action resulted. The salary of 
the preacher was estimated at $750. 

A notable event in the administration of the 
Rev. Anthony Atwood, in 1859, was the aban- 
donment of the old custom which required men 
and women to occupy separate sections of the 
church. Absurd as this custom may appear to 
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us, it was hoary with age, and only by the force 
of an educated public sentiment was it finally 
broken up. Lewis Brous, who spent a lifetime 
in membership and service in Rehoboth Church, 
and his wife, both now deceased, were the last 
adherents to this ancient practice. Though they 
lived nearly thirty years after the change, they 
always found places in different parts of the 
church. On the records of the Quarterly Con- 
ference we find this year the name of Samuel 
Rodgers. The salary of the pastor was esti- 
mated at $850. 

At the fourth Quarterly Conference, held 
March 10, 1860, the name of Robert Gilmour 
was added as class-leader, in place of William 
Muir. The characters of James Woodfield and 
T. M. Miles were passed as local deacons and 
D. Crocket as local preacher. Ralph Byram, 
Samuel Eppeheimer, Alexander D. Hamilton, 
and R. T. Williams were “passed” as exhorters. 

The real beginning of the Frankford Avenue 
M. E. Church can probably be reckoned from 
the formation of a Sunday-school in the Lyceum 
Building, under the direction of John Shallcross, 
who was elected superintendent, and under 
whose management it became a_ prosperous 
school. 
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The ministry of the Rev. William McCombs 
was during the trying times of the Civil War, 
when many of the members of the church were 
at “the front” in defense of the Union. Notwithb- 
standing their absence, the church continued to 
prosper, all the means of grace being well at- 
tended. Among the Stewards added in 1862 we 
find the names of William H. Lovett and Wil- 
liam Ervien. 

During the pastoral term of the Rev. Peter 
J. Cox the time limit was extended, he serving 
the charge the full term of three years; his ad- 
ministration, therefore, covered the eventful 
closing years of the Civil War. The need of 
improvements in the church provided him with 
plenty of work. During this term the reed or- 
gan was introduced into the public services of 
the church. ‘This innovation was looked upon 
with distrust by many of our good people, who 
feared it was venturing upon dangerous ground. 
The change appears, however, to have caused no 
serious trouble in the church. 

The spirit of progressiveness seems to have 
taken possession of the church and advances 
were made on both-spiritual and material lines. 
Brother Cox’s annual salary for the second and 
third years was $1000. George Bickley is noted 








REV. PETER J. COX REV. CURTIS F. TURNER 


March, 1863—March, 1866 March, 1866—March, 1869 
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among the local preachers, and George L,. Horn 
among the exhorters. 

The men who composed the officiary of Reho- 
both Church at this period were representative 
and capable men, and the many who were conse- 
crated to the work of the church made possible 
its great success. At the close of Brother Cox’s 
administration, a revival meeting was being held 
which created so much interest that it was con- 
tinued during the time the Annual Conference 
was in session, and many converts were added to 
the church. 

The fire which had been burning was fanned 
into a flame on the advent of the Rev. Curtis F. 
Turner, in 1866, and many conversions were re- 
ported. The whole church was in action, and 
splendid progress is recorded. There was large 
attendance at all the class-meetings and the 
regular prayer-meeting and preaching services 
were also well attended. A prayer-meeting was 
held each week in Aramingo, besides cottage 
meetings in the upper part of Frankford. Every 
Sunday there was preaching in the afternoon at 
Rowlandville. ‘The pastor’s salary was now fixed 
at $1500. 

The uniform growth of Rehoboth Church is 
seen in nothing more than the almost constant 
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cry for increased accommodations. Under the 
stress of crowded congregations and constant 
additions to the membership, this question came 
to the front again during.the second year Brother 
Turner was pastor. A committee, consisting of 
George Bickley, S. Yost, R. Bolton, Samuel 
Huckel, and Robert Huckel, was appointed on 
new church enterprise. 

A call was made for action, and in the Quar- 
terly Conference, in 1868, on motion of the pas- 
tor, the Board of Trustees was requested to call 
a meeting of the male members to consider the 
matter. The committee reported the offer of 
the Abrams lot, corner of Main and Foulkrod 
streets, for $6500. 

Rehoboth Church at a very early day ex- 
pressed itself in favor of lay representation in 
the General Conference. At the time the Rev. 
John Thompson was pastor, in 1869, the ques- 
tion was presented to the church, when the vote 
stood ninety-four for and five against such rep- 
resentation. The roll of class-leaders was revised 
by adding the names of Joseph H. Braker, 
George Nelson, Daniel Peak, and John Dixon. 

Among those who made a great impression on 
Rehoboth Church was Ralph Byram. Serving 
the church in various offices, he was a man of 
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marked religious character, and a flaming wit- 
ness for Jesus. ‘The strictest integrity was ob- 
servable in all his actions, and he left the re- 
corded testimony of the best men outside his 
own communion to his moral worth and up- 
rightness. In all the positions to which he was 
called in the church, he was eminent for fidelity 
and usefulness. A man of ardent devotion, 
whenever he stood up to relate his experience in 
the things of God, his burning words and electric 
shouts stirred every heart, and left indelible 
impressions of the power of religion to exalt 
humanity. 

The Trustees elected in 1869 were Garrett 
DeBow, Henry C. Allen, and Joseph Braker. 
Lot H. Ainsworth, Robert Pattison, and Joseph 
Boyd were licensed as exhorters. The revival 
spirit was present, and prosperity marked the 
pastorate of Brother Thompson until its close. 

The year 1870 was the beginning of an event- 
ful period. With the Rev. John Francis Chap- 
lain, D. D., as pastor the various enterprises of 
the church moved forward, and religious fervor 
and zeal continued to grow. The Frankford 
Avenue M. E. Church enterprise was advanced 
to the point of building, which work the Trus- 
tees pushed forward rapidly. The new church 
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organization was completed, and during this pas- 
toral term a number of Rehoboth members both 
from official and private ranks were transferred 
to Frankford Avenue. 

In 1871 D. W. Walton and John Russum were 
added to the list of class-leaders. 

John P. Smith, then residing on Frankford 
Road, Aramingo, so arranged the dwelling he 
built about this time that a large second-story 
room was made available for religious meetings. 
It was in this room that George L. Horn organ- 
ized a Sunday-school, which, under the fostering 
care of Rehoboth Church, eventually grew into 
the organization now known as East Allegheny 
Avenue M. E. Church. 

Richard §$. Core, class-leader and Sunday- 
school worker, was active in organizing a school 
which met in the upper story of an old carriage 
factory on ‘Trenton Avenue, near Orthodox 
Street. This was the foundation of Orthodox 
Street M. FE. Church. Brother Core had been 
the leader of the church choir for a number of 
years. He surrendered this office to John F. 
Ferguson, who had then been organist for about 
five years, and who now took full charge of the 
music. With the aid of a corps of volunteer 
singers which he called about him, he rendered 
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effective service for a period of twenty-nine 
years. 

Toward the close of Dr. Chaplain’s ministry 
in Frankford the church was entirely freed from 
debt by means of a special subscription amounting 
to about $1,400. 

Following Dr. Chaplain, the Rev. Thomas A. 
Fernley in 1873 entered upon a term of great 
activity. Of an energetic temperament, he was 
quick to see and take advantage of the favorable 
conditions which prevailed. His ministry was 
therefore very successful. The parsonage was 
enlarged by the addition of new back buildings, 
providing a much needed room for a study. 

The ‘Trenton Avenue Mission,” as it was then 
called, received special attention. A committee 
consisting of Sisters DeBow, Oldfield, Myers, 
Bault, and Greenwood, with Brothers DeBow, 
Williams, and Russum, was appointed to secure 
funds with which to purchase a lot for a new 
church enterprise. Later a committee from the 
Quarterly Conference was appointed to secure 
a building site. Finally, by authority of the 
Official Board, a lot on Orthodox Street, near 
Trenton Avenue, having a frontage of sixty feet 
and a depth of one hundred feet, was purchased, 
at a cost of $1,300, and a frame chapel secured 
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from Park Avenue M. FE. Church, with the 
necessary furniture, for about $1,000. The finan- 
cial efforts put forth by solicitors, supplemented 
by the results accruing from a judiciously man- 
aged supper, secured to Orthodox Street M. E. 
Church a fair start on its notable career of use- 
fulness. About 100 members from Rehoboth 
Church residing in the eastern part of Frankford 
were transferred to the new church, which was 
dedicated Sunday, May 16, 1875, by Bishop 
Simpson. 

Returning to our own church history, we note 
that the name of Cassius M. Clayton was added 
to the roll as class-leader, and Francis Broad- 
bent as local preacher. Brother Clayton con- 
tinued to serve in this capacity for many years, 
and proved a valuable helper to the ministers, 
visiting the sick and living a splendid Christian 
life. His influence in Rehoboth has been felt for 
years after his death. In December, 1873, 
Frank B. Quigley was licensed as exhorter. He 
afterward took special educational courses, and 
entered the ministry, but died after a few years’ 
service. Brother Quigley, who was the son of 
a former pastor, George S. Quigley, was a young 
man of deep piety and much promise. 
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Among the newly elected Stewards we find 
for the first time the names of John Denton, 
Jefferson Justice, and G. W. Quigley. 

At the election of Trustees in May, 1874, Jef- 
ferson Justice was added as a new member. ‘The 
officers elected by the Board were: President, 
Rel Williams? Secretary, G. ‘Lo Hora, and 
Treasurer, William T. Wright. The following 
year the same officers were elected, but a month 
later G. L. Horn resigned as Secretary, and was 
succeeded by Jefferson Justice, who served as 
Secretary until 1893. 

Brother Fernley preached with great earnest- 
ness, and was constant in evangelistic efforts. 
A revival which continued many weeks was still 
in progress at the close of the first year. There 
were many converts added to the church, who 
lived faithful lives, some of whom are among the 
most useful members of Rehoboth at the present 
time. Class-meetings were encouraged and well 
attended. While the old church was constant in 
her home work, she continued to manifest her 
missionary spirit, not only in the local field, but 
by large offerings to the great missionary cause. 

William Hawthorne was appointed class-leader, 
and C. B. Lloyd and John P. Smith were elected 
in 1875 to fill vacancies in the Board of Stewards. 
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At this time there were eighteen classes, all 
well attended. ‘The International Lessons were 
introduced in the Sunday-school. The morning 
hour of service in the church was changed from 
10 to 10.30 o’clock. 

In January, 1876, Francis A. Gilbert was en- 
rolled as local preacher. He afterwards entered 
the ministry, and has served many important 
charges in the Philadelphia Conference. A. E. 
Worthington was appointed class-leader, and 
William Bault elected as Steward. Later in the 
year Mr. Bault was elected as Trustee. 

The Rev. William H. Elliott, who had served 
as Presiding Elder, entered upon his duties as 
pastor in 1876. The many enterprises that had 
engrossed the attention of the church for a 
number of years having reached a stage of com- 
pleteness, there was not a great demand upon 
the activity of the people as there had been. dur- 
ing the preceding decade. As indicated in some 
of Brother Eliott’s reports, there were now 
three Methodist churches in Frankford instead 
of one, amongst which the work was divided. 
That year was notable on account of the Cen- 
tennial Exposition, which was held in Philadel- 
phia, and which for a time eclipsed other local 
interests. 
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Among those whose services were enlisted in 
the work of the church were William L. Myers 
and Henry Cheeseman as Stewards, Alfred Good- 
man and Thomas Core as class-leaders, J. P. 
McCormick as local preacher, and Patrick Mc- 
Cullen as exhorter. 

The record of the year 1877 shows that the 
church was moving at a steady pace. There was 
a good attendance at the class-meetings and 
other means of grace, including the preaching 
services. William H. Lovett, who manifested 
a great interest in church work, was elected to 
the Board of Trustees. The Rev. J. A. Wood, 
a noted revivalist of much ability, and author 
of several books on the higher life, spent a sea- 
son with the church. A number were added to 
the church through the influence of his work. 

In the third year of Brother Elliott’s ministry 
plans were prepared for the celebration of the 
fiftieth anniversary of the church. A commenda- 
tory resolution appears in the minutes of the 
Quarterly Conference as follows: “Resolved, 
That we highly appreciate the efforts of Brother 
L. H. Ainsworth in preparing historical facts for 
the semi-centennial icelebration, and congratu- 
late him on the success shown in the history 
partially read, and hope it will be preserved in 
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the Church History.” It is due to this brother 
to say that his paper presented on the occasion 
referred to has been of great service in prepar- 
ing the history of the church as given in The 
Rehoboth Register and in this volume. 

Sidney Smith was made a Trustee in 1878, and 
Robert S. DeBow was licensed as exhorter,— 
the first step, in the economy of the church, to- 
ward entrance into the ministry. He was for 
a number of years until his death, recently, a 
member of the Philadelphia Conference. The 
Board of Stewards elected at the close of this 
term consisted almost entirely of new mem- 
bers, as follows: H. Cheeseman, Lot H. Ains- 
worth, John Denton, Richard Greenwood, 
Charles $. -Randall, C. B.. Lloyd, «Robert 
Gilmour, Walter Scott, and John Walton. The 
last named was appointed class leader at this 
time. 

An occasion of great interest occurred just 
before Brother Elliott closed his term of service 
with Rehoboth. This was the celebration, re- 
ferred to above, of the semi-centennial of the 
church. A number of the former pastors of the 
church, including the Rev. Jefferson Lewis, the 
first pastor, were present and took part in the 
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interesting program. The meeting, continuing 
for several days, was a notable event. 

With the advent of the Rev. J. H. Hargis, in 
all the vigor of his young manhood, was intro- 
duced an exceptionally high order of pulpit ser- 
vice. Educational work in the Sunday-school 
and Lyceum received a new impulse. At the 
same time the suggestion that additional accom- 
modations were required for the Sunday-school 
caused an almost immediate renewal of old- 
time activity. The building enterprise, which is 
treated in the chapter on “Church Buildings,” 
consisted of a complete remodeling of the old 
structure and the erection of the adjoining 
chapel. 

A noteworthy fact in connection with the 
dedication of the newly constructed edifice was 
that Rutherford B. Hayes, President of the 
United States, accompanied by his wife, a good 
Methodist, came with Bishop Simpson to the 
service on the morning of Thanksgiving Day, 
when the Bishop preached as only he was able 
to do. 

The President’s approval of our enterprise was 
expressed in the form of a contribution of $25. 

Brother Hargis took great interest in the wel- 
fare of the young people, kindling and stimulat- 
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ing desires for knowledge and mental training. 

During this administration James H. Williams 
was appointed class-leader, and Stephen Lam- 
bert exhorter. 

In March, 1880, the Rev. Samuel Barnes, who 
now entered upon his duties, came to a field well 
prepared for his labors. The church, with its 
chief material problems solved for a time, was 
in condition to respond to the good work Brother 
Barnes promptly initiated. During the years he 
was pastor of Rehoboth, many were added to 
the church, and of these an unusual number con- 
tinue their relation in active service. O. Howard 
Barnes was licensed as an exhorter. 

In 1881 the method of taking the benevolent 
collections received special attention. It had 
been observed that sometimes when a liberal 
collection was desired for an important cause, 
conditions being unfavorable, the offering would 
be small. On the other hand, under more pro- 
pitious circumstances, a minor interest would 
realize an amount out of all proportion to its 
just claims. An example of this inequality is 
shown by the reports for 1872, when Church 
Extension secured but $23, while the Tract cause 
received $177.23 ; the system giving unsatisfactory 
results in distribution, while at the same time the 
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aggregate of the collections was much less than it 
should have been. 

It was therefore decided to combine the sev- 
eral “benevolent causes,” and take but one sub- 
scription. A printed appeal was accordingly 
mailed to every member of the church, with a 
card upon which the amount intended for each 
cause might be stated, and envelopes to enclose 
the total subscribed. As the contributors rarely 
divided their subscriptions, the Committee on 
“Benevolences” apportioned the money accord- 
ing to the needs and importance of the various 
causes. Under this system, instead of taking 
eight separate collections each year, and thus 
creating the impression of almost constant giv- 
ing, with, in many cases, an exaggerated idea of 
the amount contributed, the total for all these 
claims was to be paid at once. The result was 
that a larger amount than had been given under 
the old system was realized, with much less 
effort. The increase the first year amounted to 
eighty-two per cent. While the change was made 
by official action, the plan was suggested and its 
adoption urged by Jefferson Justice for a number 
of years prior to this time. 

Jacob S. Stanger was elected as Trustee in 
1881. 
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The ninety-fifth session of the Philadelphia 
Conference assembled in Rehoboth Church in 
1882. This was the only time the Conference 
was ever held in Frankford, and was an event 
of great local interest. Rehoboth people and the 
members of the other Frankford Methodist 
churches, with some families of our sister de- 
nominations, opened their houses to entertain 
the visiting ministers. This session of the Con- 
ference was presided over by Bishop E. G. An- 
drews, D. D., who, on account of the illness of 
the venerable Bishop Bowman, was called to act 
in his place. 

The Historical Society met on Tuesday night, 
when R. T’. Williams, President of the Board of 
Trustees, made the opening address. He gave 
a rapid and interesting sketch of the rise and 
growth of Methodism, and concluded by extend- 
ing to the Conference a cordial welcome to Frank- 
ford, the church, and the homes of the people, 
pledging their willingness to do all in their power 
to contribute to their comfort. 

The session was an important one, and at its 
close generous resolutions of thanks to Reho- 
both Church and the citizens of Frankford were 
passed by the Conference. 
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It was during the pastorate of Brother Barnes 
that The Lyceum Paper was published for one 
year. It is worthy of note that this modest church 
paper of four pages, published monthly, beginning 
in June, 1882, edited by John Walton and printed 
by W. J. Boardman, was the forerunner of our 
present Rehoboth Register, to which it bore a 
striking resemblance. 

Following the successful ministry of Brother 
Barnes, the appointment to Rehoboth in 1883 
was that of a man well and favorably known to 
many of our people, the Rev. William Swindells. 
He had served as Presiding Elder of the North 
District, which included this charge, and had made 
an excellent impression on our people. 

Brother Swindells was a man of energy and 
enthusiasm, who took a keen interest in all de- 
partments of the church. The period covered by 
this pastorate was not an eventful one. The 
regular services of the church were well at- 
tended. The Sunday-school received encourag- 
ing attention from the pastor, and shared in the 
general prosperity. At this time a meeting of 
the male members of the church was called to 
consider the question of better accommodations 
for the Sunday-school. They finally decided to 
admit the adult department to the audience room 
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of the church. While this was not regarded as 
in any respect an ideal solution of the problem, 
a committee having considered the question of 
an additional building for a time, it greatly re- 
lieved the congestion in that important branch of 
the church. 

The death of Samuel Huckel occurred No- 
vember 8, 1883. Born June 16, 1798, he died in 
his eighty-sixth year. His life was closely iden- 
tified with the history of Methodism in Frank- 
ford. In 1819 his father, William Huckel, began 
to make Frankford his summer residence, gath- _ 
ered some friends into his home, held prayer- 
meetings, and at times secured the services of 
local preachers from the city. The record of 
his faithful work is told in the earlier pages of 
this history. 

In June, 1884, Charles S. Randall was re- 
ported to the Quarterly Conference as Trustee, 
and Harry B. Antrim class-leader. The ques- 
tion of rebuilding the parsonage was agitated, 
but action was deferred. 

A goodly number of persons was taken into 
the church during Brother Swindell’s ministry, 
and under his preaching there was a material de- 
velopment of spiritual life. 
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At the next Conference, in 1885, the Rev. 
Sylvester N. Chew was assigned to Rehoboth 
charge, and the Rev. William Swindells again 
became Presiding Elder. Nathan Chew, a local 
deacon, was added to the Quarterly Conference 
roll; also Amos Pennypacker and $. Maurice 
Rodgers as Trustees. 

The provision of the General Conference en- 
abling each charge to form an Official Board 
was taken advantage of, such an organization 
being effected by a resolution passed in the 
Quarterly Conference. 

Brother Chew’s ministeral duties were dis- 
charged under great disadvantages, on account 
of his declining health; notwithstanding this 
there was a material increase in church member- 
ship during the year he served as pastor. 

Owing to his impaired health, Brother Chew 
was compelled, in 1886, to discontinue active 
work, the Conference authorizing his release for 
a year’; but he was soon called to the country of 
which it is written “the inhabitant shall not say, 
I am sick.” He had served loyally until his life 
work was finished. 

The Rev. D. W. Gordon came to Rehoboth 
in 1886, full of enthusiasm and fervor. He made 
many friends in the church, especially among the 
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young people. Taking special interest in the 
Sunday-school, his labors in that department were 
abundant and fruitful. 

Among the active workers at this time were 
Lewis Brous, S. Maurice Rodgers, Amos Pen- 
nypacker, J. S. Stanger, Garrett DeBow, W. H. 
Lovett, R. W. Jackson, local preacher, and T. 
M. Miles, local deacon. 

Amid the varied activities of Rehoboth in her 
local progress, the great general church was not 
lost sight of. From the earliest days her claims 
had been generously recognized, and the record 
of our church in this respect is one of which we 
may be justly proud. In missionary contribu- 
tions Rehoboth had for many years been well in 
advance of the great majority of the churches 
of the country. In 1887 the Methodist Episcopal 
Hospital claimed the attention of the church, and 
an amount approaching $1,000 was collected for 
that institution. 

During this pastorate about $2,100 was raised 
to cover the expense of re-frescoing and re-car- 
peting the church. There was no great revival 
movement, but the membership list was in- 
creased. Among the official changes we note 
that John H. Hopgood was elected a member 
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of the Board of Stewards. Robert Simpson is 
reported as local preacher. 

With the advent of the Rev. J. R. T. Gray, in 
1889, was initiated the work of constructing a 
new parsonage, it having been decided to build 
on the site of the old one, at a cost not to exceed 
$6,000. A house was rented on Paul Street for 
temporary use, and the new building pushed 
rapidly to completion, giving the church a mod- 
ern and commodious home for the pastors and 
their families. 

Brother Gray and his family were much be- 
loved by the members of the church, and the 
congregation shared their sorrow when they 
mourned the loss of their son Arthur. 

The new parsonage was occupied January 30, 
1890. There was a mortgage of $2,500 left on 
the property, which has since been cancelled, the 
larger part of the money being raised through 
the regular weekly envelopes. In summing up 
the financial efforts of the Conference year end- 
ing with March, 1890, Brother Gray had occa- 
sion to report that the church had contributed 
more than $9,000. 

At the May meeting, the corporation elected 
as Trustees W. H. Peace, Allan J. Gilmour, and 
John Walton. About the same time W. J. Board- 
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man, J. S. Smith, W. C. Arrison, J. M. Gilmour, 
and H. D. Roe were elected members of the 
Board of Stewards. 

A movement. was set on foot to organize a 
mission at Harrowgate. A committee was ap- 
pointed to consider the matter, consisting of R. 
T. Williams, Rev. J. R. T. Gray, John M. Jus- 
tice, J. H. Hopgood, W. J. Boardman, and J. P. 
Smith. The committee recommended the open- 
ing of a branch Sunday-school. This was started 
in a hall in Harrowgate, with John M. Justice 
as Superintendent. It was found difficult to se- 
cure a suitable permanent location for the school, 
and after some months it was abandoned. 

At the annual election in 1891 H. B. Antrim 
was elected a member of the Board of Trustees. 

The Epworth League was organized during 
Brother Gray’s term, mainly through his instru- 
mentality. The temperance work of Rehoboth 
Church has always been of an advanced char- 
acter, frequent sermons being preached by the 
pastors on this important subject. On Temper- 
ance Day, September 27, 1891, there was a special 
sermon by the pastor at the morning service, 
while the Hon. Amos Briggs occupied the pulpit 
in the evening, giving an address on “The Evil 
Influence of the Saloon.” 
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The Sunday-school throughout this period re- 
ceived generous attention being always an im- 
portant factor in the affairs of the church. The 
special chapter on the Sunday-school will treat 
this subject in detail. 

In the spring of 1892 the Rev. William J. 
Paxson, D. D., a man of distinguished ability, 
was appointed to Rehoboth. Though somewhat 
advanced in years, he kept himself abreast of the 
times, his preaching and administration being 
alike vigorous and practical. Brother Paxson 
did much to remove an impression, which had 
in some way found lodgment in the minds of 
some, that Rehoboth was not a “sociable church ;” 
before the close of this pastorate, however 
no doubts were entertained as to the open- 
handed sociability of Rehoboth people. Brother 
Paxson made many fast friends, and with these 
he loved to retire and enjoy a quiet conversa- 
tion. His purpose was always to serve his 
Master and the church, and, while he sometimes 
employed methods differing from those of other 
ministers, he seldom failed to secure right re- 
sults. In his ministry much attention was given 
to the building of a broad foundation upon which 
an imposing superstructure would be secure. The 
Epworth League of today is a blessing and bene- 
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diction to the church largely because he gave 
his heart and mind to the work of its upbuilding 
and development. 

During this term the Munhall meetings were 
held in Frankford. That great movement, which 
kept the Christian public at high tension for 
several weeks, resulted in more gain to Reho- 
both than any other church in Frankford. This 
result was largely due to the painstaking labor 
performed by Dr. Paxson in organizing! our 
forces for the work. 

Among the changes in the official list we note 
the addition of the names of William B. Gilmour, 
William Macdonough, R. T. Holme, and F. M. 
Macdonough, they having been elected as mem- 
bers of the Board of Stewards. 

The death of R. T. Williams in 1892 removed 
from the church one who had practically devoted 
his life to its welfare. The record of many years 
of Rehoboth’s history would be incomplete if 
account were not taken of the impress Brother 
Williams made upon it. He was a man of spot- 
less character and excellent judgment, and had 
served the church in almost every capacity, al- 
ways serving well. The position of President of 
the Board of Trustees had been held by him for 
many years. Appropriate resolutions in memory 
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of his good work were recorded upon the minute 
book of the Board. 

Robert Gilmour was elected to fill the unex- 
pired term of Brother Williams. Jefferson Jus- 
tice, who had faithfully served the Board as 
Secretary for many years, was elected President, 
and held this office until called home to his re- 
ward. 

He was a man of sterling character, bringing 
to the church much that his long experience as 
an important officer in the Pennsylvania Railroad 
had taught him, and was ever ready to make 
progress with the times. His faithfulness to the 
church, his punctuality and his originality made 
him a marked man. He died in the year 1917. 

His successor as President of the Board was 
John Walton who still holds this office. Samuel 
Christian was elected Secretary, which office he 
held until the year 1908, when he died after a 
life of great usefulness and devotion to the 
church and his Master. 

Brother Christian was a good man and served 
the community prominently as well as the church. 

In the summer of that year the church decided 
to hold vesper services on Sundays, from 6.30 to 
7.30, and they at once became popular. For 
some time they were held on the lawn, but since 
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the introduction of the pipe organ the meetings 
have been held, at the same hour, in the church. 
Simultaneous with these meetings, each sum- 
mer, the Sunday-school begins to hold its ses- 
sions at 9.30 A. M., closing in time for the regu- 
lar church service. These departures from old- 
established customs have been found helpful, and 
are greatly appreciated by our people. 

After the committee had given the subject a 
thorough investigation, a new system of ventila- 
tion was introduced into the church. It con- 
sisted of a reversal of a practice almost as old 
as time. Instead of allowing the warm air to 
escape at the ceiling, an artificial draft was cre- 
ated, drawing the air from the floor into a con- 
duit through a grating under the altar rail, 
thence through a pipe to the roof. This ex- 
hausts the foul and cold air which, being heavy, 
falls to the floor, giving for use the largest pos- 
sible amount of pure air. 

The Rehoboth Register began its career in 
January, 1894, and continued in unchanged form 
until 1920. Mr. William J. Boardman was editor 
from the beginning until 1918. It has been found 
a most interesting and valuable method of com- 
municating with the members and friends of the 
church. 
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After the organization of “Frankford Avenue,” 
our church was irregularly designated “Paul 
Street,” in order to distinguish it from the up- 
town church. ‘This practice was continued for 
several years, but during the pastorate of Dr. 
Paxson the original term “Rehoboth” was re- 
vived. We may well be proud of this good old 
name, not only because of its scriptural signifi- 
cance, but on account of the noble achievements 
of the men of God who have made its history. 

In 1895 the Board of ‘Trustees arranged 
through a committee for the organization of an 
Ushers’ Association, further reference to which 
is made in the chapter on “Other Organizations.” 

On April 9, 1896, the corporation authorized 
the Board of Trustees to place a pipe organ in 
the church, at a price not to exceed $4,000, when 
one-half that amount had been paid in. A Choral 
Society which had been successfully carried on 
some years prior to that time, had disbanded, 
leaving a small amount of money in the treasury. 
This became the nucleus of the Pipe Organ Fund. 

Horace T. Greenwood and I. H. Rodgers were 
elected as members of the Board of Trustees 
and Thomas Aitkin, a local preacher, became 
connected with our Quarterly Conference. 
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Rehoboth Church is credited with having sub- 
scribed $750 to the Philadelphia Collegiate In- 
stitute for Girls,—a school started by Philadel- 
phia Methodism, which did good work among 
the girls and young ladies who were its pupils. 
This school was of a high order, and well worthy 
the patronage of our Methodist families. 

Some years ago this school ceased to function 
as a school but the income from the endowment 
has been used each year to assist worthy young 
women to secure advanced education. 

The term of the Rev. Amos Johnson was one 
of activity. The several departments of the 
church were in a flourishing condition, and many 
were added to her ranks, not by means of a great 
“revival” movement, but throughout the year, 
by the personal work of the pastor and those 
who co-operated with him. The tide which be- 
gan to rise toward the close of Brother Paxson’s 
pastorate continued to increase in power, and 
its influence has been felt throughout the inter- 
vening years. 

In 1897 W. W. Rorer was added to the Board 
of Stewards. 

In the spring of 1898 the Missionary Society 
made a special appeal for subscriptions to pay 
off the debt of that society. The church in gen- 
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eral responded nobly, and the required amount 
was realized. Rehoboth, always liberal to this 
great cause, answered with a large collection. The 
amount reported to the Annual Conference that 
year was $2,574. This was made possible by the 
contribution of William C. Arrison, whose lib- 
erality deserves special mention. 

Orthodox Street Church was for a long time 
handicapped in its finances by a cumbersome 
floating indebtedness. A movement was finally 
set on foot to relieve this embarrassment, Frank- 
ford Methodists generally lending a helping hand. 
Our church contributed $750 for this purpose. 

Frank Johnson and John F. Davies were added 
to the Board of Stewards, and Elwood L. Lukens 
to the Board of Trustees. 

The members of the Ladies’ and Pastor’s 
Union were active during these years, their fre- 
quent visitations among the families of the church 
and Sunday-school being helpful in maintaining 
the excellent condition of the church. 

At the Conference held in March, 1900, the 
pastor reported $2,069 as the missionary collec- 
tion. This was a large amount for an ordinary 
year, the unusual subscription of the previous 
year being the result of a special effort in behalf 
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of the Missionary Society which was struggling 
to free itself from debt. 

At this session of the Conference, Dr. T. B. 
Neely was appointed as pastor of Rehoboth 
Church. His term was brief, ending in May, 
when he was called to the work assigned him by 
the General Conference. 

The name of S. M. Rodgers appears as 
Treasurer of the Board of ‘Trustees, which 
position he held until his death in 1900. He 
was a valuable member of the Board.. At the 
next election his son, Isaac H. Rodgers, was 
made Treasurer and served until he removed 
to a western State, where he was active in church 
work until he met an untimely death. 

Later Elwood L,. Lukens was elected Treasurer 
of the Board, serving acceptably for several years 
until his death. 

About this time H. A. Milford was elected as 
a member of the Board of Stewards. 

The Rev. T. W. McKinney came to this charge 
in June, 1900, and served until the year 1907. 
Among the early movements under his adminis- 
tration was a union meeting of the Methodist 
churches of Frankford for evangelistic work. 
The four churches engaged heartily in the meet- 
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ings, and while the direct results were not large, 
much good was accomplished. 

In March, 1901, after mature consideration by 
the Official Board, a new financial system was 
adopted. This was effected by creating a Finance 
Committee composed of three members from the 
Trustees, three from the Stewards, and one from 
the Sunday-school. These are nominated by the 
several bodies they represent and elected by the 
Official Board, which also elects one of the seven 
as Treasurer of the Committee. Each of the 
three Boards of the church is called upon to sub- 
mit to the Official Board annually an estimate 
of the amount required for the ensuing year. 
These amounts, when approved, are referred to 
the Finance Committee as the annual budget, 
and the committee is charged with the responsi- 
bility of securing the aggregate and making dis- 
tribution to the different departments, on requi- 
sition, throughout the year. The method adopted 
for raising these moneys is simple and effective. 
At the beginning of the financial year each 
member of the church is provided with fifty- 
two envelopes, one dated for each Sunday of 
the year. The members are expected to estimate 
the amount they should severally pay toward 
the “General Expenses” and enclose that sum 
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each Sunday in the envelope, and deposit it in 
the vestibule box or on the collection plate, 
preferably the latter. The plan has worked well, 
a large proportion of our members faithfully 
using the fifty-two envelopes placed in their 
hands. This has resulted not only in an im- 
proved condition of the church treasury, but is 
proving helpful in the development of habits of 
systematic giving. 

In this connection it may be noted that it has 
not been found necessary to take up a public sub- 
scription on account of general expenses since 
this plan was introduced, and when it was de- 
cided to pay off the mortgage on the parsonage, 
the required amount was, with a little extra 
effort, secured through the envelopes. 

In November, 1901, the sum of $594.89 was 
received by the Board of Trustees as the pro- 
ceeds of a legacy bequeathed by Mrs. Abrams, a 
former member of the church. 

During the fall and winter of 1901, Brother 
McKinney was confined to his home for nine 
weeks on account of a very severe illness. 

The question of better accommodations for 
the Sunday-school, which seems to be an ever- 
present problem, received considerable attention 
about this time. 
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A committee was appointed to look into the 
matter and report. Much time was consumed 
in inquiring of architects for some solution of 
the problems involved. While many suggestions 
were made, and several plans submitted, none 
seemed to meet the needs of the school at a rea- 
sonable cost. After a time a suggestion was 
made by the Superintendent of the Sunday-school 
which promised the necessary accommodations. 
Plans were drawn and submitted to the corpora- 
tion and estimates secured showing that the 
improvement could be completed at a cost of 
about $10,000. On this information, the Board 
of Trustees was authorized to arrange for the 
suggested alterations,— provided that no con- 
struction should be begun until the sum of $6,000 
had been secured, or good subscriptions received 
covering that amount. Reference to these im- 
provements is made in order to emphasize the 
fact that Rehoboth is still a progressive institu- 
tion, and is likely to live yet many years and 
accomplish a great work in this community. 

Edward Oat was elected a member of the 
Board of Stewards. W. H. Micheals was ap- 
pointed an exhorter, and later licensed as local 
preacher. John H. Hopwood was elected a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees. 
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In June, 1903, a new charter, the result of 
very careful revision, went into effect. ‘The most 
important change from the provisions of the old 
charter, which was adopted in 1840, was that 
the right of corporate membership and of voting 
on all questions was given to the ladies, a privi- 
lege previously held by the men exclusively. 

While there have been no great revivals within 
recent years, such as those which characterized 
the earlier times, the sacred fire still burns on 
Rehoboth’s altars, and accessions are being con- 
tinually made of those who give promise of lives 
of usefulness and devotion to the church. 

During the eventful history of Rehoboth 
Church, many notable visitors have occupied her 
pulpit. Bishops, editors of our church papers, 
general secretaries of the departments of the 
church, and prominent educators, have all graced 
her services with their presence. The doors of 
the church have been freely opened to conven- 
tions and assemblages of various kinds, and our 
people have always responded not only to calls 
for money, but by rendering other service as they 
found opportunity. 

In connection with the publication of the his- 
tory of the church covering its seventy-five years 
of activity, the officials planned an appropriate 
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anniversary service. ‘The arrangements provided 
a program including two Sundays and the eve- 
nings between. 

The seventy-fifth anniversary of our church 
will be remembered by all who were permitted 
to be present in the exercises as one of the most 
joyous and satisfactory occasions of a lifetime. 

The Rev. J. Richards Boyle, who is a child of 
Rehoboth parsonage, and whose father was pas- 
tor of the church in 1843-44, preached the open- 
ing sermon on Sunday morning, May 15th. 

His text was, “That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church” (Ephesians 5: 27). 
The sermon was delivered in that delightful style 
and manner of which Dr. Boyle is a master. It 
was a morning of rare intellectual and spiritual 
delight. 

Just before the sermon was preached a class 
of twenty-three probationers was received into 
full membership by the pastor. 

At 3. 30 P. M. the anniversary love-feast was 
conducted by the pastor, Rev. T. W. McKinney. 
In this meeting the Methodism of Frankford was 
well represented. Soulful singing and brief testi- 
monies characterized the gathering. Each person 
was given a love-feast ticket, while the old-time 
love-feast ticket was much in evidence,—one be- 
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ing exhibited by the person to whom it was given 
in 1839, by the Rev. R. W. Thomas, then preacher 
in charge. 

Just before the love-feast the pastor visited 
Martha Shaw, who was in the ninety-third year 
of her age, and who had the distinction of being 
the oldest member of the church. She well re- 
membered the first pastor of the church, the Rev. 
Jefferson Lewis (1833-34). The pastor was 
commissioned to bear to the love-feast the greet- 
ing and joyous testimony of this aged woman. 

At 7.45 P. M. an unusually large company-as- 
sembled for the preaching service. ‘The pastor 
selected as his text, “And I will make the place 
of my feet glorious” (Isa. 60: 13). 

On Monday evening was held a reunion of 
former pastors, and ministers who were formerly 
members of Rehoboth Church. The first speaker 
of the evening was the Rev. Samuel Barnes, who 
was pastor in 1880-83, and during whose ministry 
many were brought into the church. 

The Rev. Joseph S. Taylor Gray, D. D., who 
was pastor in 1889-92, and whose name in the 
community is “as ointment poured forth,” ad- 
dressed the meeting and paid a beautiful tribute 
to the memory of former members of the church 
who are now members of the “general assembly 
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and church of the first-born, whose names are 
written in heaven.” 

The Rev. Francis Asbury Gilbert, who entered 
the ministry from Rehoboth Church, spoke of 
his conversion, and paid tribute to the worth of 
the Rev. John F. Chaplain, under whose ministry 
he was converted. 

The Rev. Charles Elwood Radcliffe, who is 
also a child of Rehoboth Church, acknowledged 
his obligation to the church which in his child- 
hood instructed him in the ways of righteousness. 

Brother Radcliffe when a young man in our 
Sunday-school felt the call of God to preach His 
Word, and after due preparation, entered this 
great work in the Philadelphia Annual Confer- 
ence. He has served a number of charges very 
successfully, having large ingatherings of those 
brought into the Kingdom, and recently has been 
pastor of Memorial Church, Philadelphia. 

_ In the closing minutes of the evening’s exercises 

that indefatigable pastor and earnest gosepl 
preacher, the Rev. Amos Johnson, addressed the 
congregation. 

On Tuesday evening the Rev. Amos Johnson 
preached, taking for his text, “Yet the Lord 
thinketh upon me” (Psalm 40: 17). 
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Wednesday evening witnessed a reunion of 
Frankford Methodists, and was distinctively a 
laymen’s meeting. A. J. Gilmour presided. 

Lot H. Ainsworth represented Rehoboth 
Church, and bade our guests welcome. George 
Pickering briefly sketched the rise and progress 
of the Orthodox Street Church, showing that it 
is now in a prosperous condition. John Mac- 
Donough brought to us the greetings of Frank- 
ford Avenue Church, and paid a tribute to the 
good work and undying influence of the mother 
church. Robert Pattison, representing Central 
Church, referred to many of the good pastors 
and laymen who in years past “wrought right- 
eousness”’ and laid firmly the foundations of an 
enduring church. 

On Thursday evening a reception was tendered 
former pastors and their wives, also the families 
of pastors deceased. Such a scene as the Thurs- 
day evening of our anniversary is to be enjoyed, 
talked of, but never described. 

At 6.00 P. M. our guests were seated at tables 
in the church parlor. It was suggested that they 
be seated in order in which they served the 
church. This we soon found to be impracticable, 
for there was that beautiful orderly disorder that 
seemed to forbid intrusion of any formality. It 
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was also suggested that we have some after- 
dinner speeches, and this we did, but not accord- 
ing to any program. Every person talked; the 
conversation was general; each one enjoyed him- 
self as best suited his taste. 

When the hour of eight arrived, the guests 
assembled with the congregation in the audi- 
torium. The hymn commencing “And are we 
yet alive, and see each other’s face” was sung, 
after which the Rev. Thomas Kirkpatrick led the 
congregation in prayer. Lot H. Ainsworth, who 
presided, called the roll of the pastors, and, 
wonderful to relate, thirty of the thirty-four 
pastors were represented either in person, or by 
some member of the family, or by a letter written 
by some member of the family. 

When the name of Rev. Thomas B. Neely, 
D. D., LL. D., was called, the pastor reported the 
result of the third ballot for bishops cast by the 
General Conference then in session at Los 
Angeles, declaring his belief that Dr. Neely would 
be elected to the episcopacy, which prediction was 
fulfilled the next day. 

The Rev. J. Richards Boyle, D. D., represented 
his father, the Rev. John A. Boyle, who, as we 
have already stated, was pastor in 1843-44. Dr. 
Boyle paid a beautiful tribute to the memory of 
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his father, and gave a most interesting sketch of 
his father’s life after his pastorate of Rehoboth 
Church. 

Mr. G. Wilbur Quigley represented his father, 
and spoke of the good work of the church, mak- 
ing special reference to the Brotherhood and the 
meetings held by it in the old Academy. 

The Rev. George M. Broadhead acknowledged 
his indebtedness not only to the church as the 
place of his ordination, but also the fact that the 
wife of his youth is a daughter of Rehoboth 
manse, being a daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. 
John F. Chaplain. 

Mr. Frank Chaplain of Brooklyn represented 
his father, the Rev. John F. Chaplain, who was 
pastor in 1870-73. With rapid speech and ready 
memory, he called the names of those prominent 
in the church in the days of his father’s pastorate, 
and declared that one would be amply repaid for 
a journey of a thousand miles by being present 
in such a meeting. 

Mr. Thomas J. Fernley responded to the name 
of his father, the Rev. Thomas A. Fernley, who 
was pastor in 1873-76, and in a most happy 
manner, after having paid a tribute to the memory 
of his father, spoke of some of his memories of 
Rehoboth parsonage. 
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Doctors Barnes, Gray, and Johnson, having 
been assigned important places elsewhere on the 
program, addressed the gathering but briefly in 
the closing moments. 

In addition to those who took part, there were 
present the following persons representing fam- 
ilies of deceased pastors: Mrs. L. V. Hatton, 
daughter of Rev. W. W. Foulks; Mrs. L. J. 
Willis, daughter of Rev. John L. Taft; Mrs. 
Cooper, widow of Rev. William Cooper; Mrs. 
McCombs, widow of Rev. William McCombs; 
Mrs. Chaplain, widow of Rev. John F. Chaplain ; 
Mrs. Swindells, widow of Rev. William Swin- 
dells; Mrs. Gordon, widow of Rev. D. W. Gor- 
don. Letters were read from Mrs. Curtis F. 
Turner, Mrs. John Thompson, Mrs. J. H. Hargis, 
Mrs. S. N. Chew, and Mrs. W. J. Paxson, widows 
of former pastors, and other members of different 
families who held such relation to the church. 

As the meeting was about to close the pastor 
said, “Since the time limit on the term of pastoral 
service has been abolished, I find no Scripture 
that better expresses my mind toward this place 
than this, ‘EKntreat me not to leave thee, or to 
return from following after thee; for where thou 
goest, I will go; where thou lodgest, I will lodge ; 
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thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God.” 

Two verses of the hymn “Faith of our Fathers” 
were sung, and the benediction was pronounced 
by Dr. Barnes. 

Thus ended one of the most pleasant events 
with which one may be associated in a lifetime. 

On Friday evening the Official Board gave a 
reception to the pastors of Frankford, the follow- 
ing of whom were present and delivered ad- 
dresses: The Rev. J. R. Wood, of the North 
Baptist Church; the Rev. M. G. Kyle, of the 
Seventh United Presbyterian Church; the Rev. 
J. B. Harding, of St. Mark’s Protestant Epis- 
copal Church; the Rev. J. B. Laird, of the First 
Presbyterian Church, and the Rev. G. J. Bur- 
chett, of the First Baptist Church. The Rev. 
William A. Freemantle, of St. Luke’s Reformed 
Episcopal Church, sent a letter expressing his 
regret as to his inability, owing to a previous en- 
gagement, to be present, and congratulating the 
church on its honorable history. 

The guests of the evening spoke in compli- 
mentary terms of our recent effort, as a church, 
to raise $15,000 for improvements. 

Immediately following the formal exercises of 
the evening, the congregation repaired to the 
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church parlors, where light refreshments were 
served, and a social time enjoyed. 

The committee consisting of Samuel Christian, 
Lot H. Ainsworth, John H. Hopwood, John Wal- 
ton, Jefferson Justice, and William J. Boardman, 
having in charge the publication of the Church 
History and the anniversary exercises, was given 
a hearty vote of thanks. 

On Sunday morning, May 22d, the Rev. J. R. T. 
Gray, D. D., pastor of the church in 1889-1892, 
preached an excellent sermon to a large congre- 
gation. At the close of the service the officers 
and teachers of the Sunday-school were installed. 

At 2 P. M. occurred the anniversary of the 
Sunday-school. Elwood. L. Lukens made the 
opening prayer, William W. Rorer read the 
Scripture lesson, William B. Gilmour conducted 
the responsive reading, and addresses were made 
by Robert Gilmour and Samuel Christian. 

At 7.45 P. M. a Sunday-school platform meet- 
ing was held. William J. Boardman read the 
Scripture lesson; John Walton made a brief ad- 
dress, in which he spoke of the past, the present 
and the future of Sunday-school work. Phillip 
FE. Howard of The Sunday-school Times made 
the principal address, emphasizing the thought 
that all material prosperity in Sunday-school 
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accommodations not accompanied by a commen- 
surate advance in methods of work and spiritual 
results, must be considered a failure. ‘The ad- 
dress was replete with good things. 

Thus ended a most satisfactory event in the 
history of our church. The past is full of in- 
spiration; the present affords ample opportunity 
for service; while the future is full of hope and 
cheer. 

Among the notable events in the pastorate of 
Dr. Chas. W. Straw, was the effort of the young 
men of the church to increase attendance at prayer 
meeting. These efforts were quite successful cul- 
minating in a special drive to secure an attendance 
of one thousand. The Committee with H. E. Mil- 
ford as chairman, succeeded in reaching the goal 
within thirty or forty persons. While somewhat 
spectacular the effort demonstrated what can be 
accomplished by organization and well directed 
work. 

When the call was made for men to enter the 
great conflict, known as the World War, Rehoboth 
gave her full quota and our young men were 
found in every department of the service of our 
country. We insert, as a memorial to their patri- 
otism, the list of those whose names properly be- 
long in this roll of honor: 
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John C. Adams, 89th Provisional Co. 

Paul B. Antrim, Radio Service, U. S. Navy. 

Walter Antrim, Lieutenant, Submarine Base. 

Robert A. Arrison, Corporal, 52d Pioneer In- 
fantry. 

Holford C. Arrison, Sergeant, Co. A, B. H. 304, 
Tank Corps. 

George H. Bahm, Midshipman, Naval Academy. 

James Bird, Canadian Royal Air Force. 

Harold Booz, 7th Field Artillery (wounded). 

J. Walter Bromiley, Lieutenant, H. 212 S. M. A. 

George W. Burk, Jr., Co. L, Fourth Infantry. 

T. Bruce Beach, Base Hospital, Camp Lee. 

William B. Behling, Sergeant, 154th Depot Bri- 
gade. 

Howard D. Bailey, lst Motor Truck Corps. 

William R. Carver, Sergeant, care Chief Ord- 
nance Officer. 

Leroy Carver, Hahnemann Medical Corps. 

Arthur J. Clifton, Jr., Headquarters, 2d Detach- 
ment. 

Ashton V. Coates, 109th Infantry, A. E. F. 
(gassed). 

Levi P. Coats, Inspector of Ordnance. 

Robert G. Cook, Captain. 

Thomas P. Cook, Sergeant, Quartermaster Corps. 
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Frank M. Crutchley, A. P. O. 844, Co. H., 110th 
Infantry. 

George R. Daly, Sergeant, 100th Co., lst Regi- 
ment U. S. Marines. 

John Wesley Davies, Co. A, Cantonment Pro- 
vost Marshal. 

Charles B. Davis, Sergeant. 

William Deuber, U. S. Navy. 

John F. Eckbold, Lieutenant. 

Harry L. Evans, 12th Battalion, U. S. Infantry. 

Edgar C. Evarts, Co. D, 32l1st Machine Gun 
Battalion. 

Gustave H. Everts, Co. I, 55th Pioneer Infantry. 

Daniel Focht, Aero Squadron 678. 

Clarence Funk, 4th Pioneer Infantry. 

Everett G. Glenn, Corporal, Heavy Artillery 
Training. ; 

Harold H. Glenn, Psychological Detachment. 

Wesley G. Greenwood, Lieutenant, Ordnance 
Dept. 

Horace I’. Greenwood, Jr., Ensign. 

Paul Greenwood, Naval Coast Defense Reserve. 

Harold L. Galbraith, Co. B. 

Herbert Haines, 223d Aero Squadron. 

Russell R. Haines, Corporal. 

Creston F. Hallowell, 198th Field Artillery 
gassed ). 
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George I’. Hanning, Sergeant. 

George M. Hart, Sanitary Detachment. 

Edwin Hartley, Ensign, Radio Inspection and 
Sealing Office. 

Robert Hills, Armed Guard Crew 258. 

Harry Hilt, Supply Co. 

Robert F,. Hilt, Sergeant Quartermaster Depart- 
ment. 

Granville Hilt, 312th Field Artillery, Head- 
quarters Co. 

Herbert V. Hoffman, Battery E, 77th Field Ar- 
tillery. 

S. Girard Holmes, Chemical Warfare Service. 

Harold R. Horn, Corporal, 6th Infantry, Re- 
placement and Training Battalion. 

John James, Royal Flying Corps, ‘Toronto, 
Canada. 

Samuel A. James, Cook, Field Hospital. 

Harry J. Lynd, Co. K, 315th Infantry 
(wounded). 

Charles R. Lynd, Medical Detachment. 

Walter EK. McCool, U. S. General Hospital. 

John E. McGinnis, Lieutenant. 

William L. Medford, Sergeant, Co. 2, First Air 
Service, Mechanics Regt., A. E. F. 

W. Edward Medford, Co. 4, O. M. S. 

George E. Milligan, U. S. Navy. 
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Lank L. Moore, 4th Pioneer Infantry. 

Levin E.. Moore, Park Battery. 

Leonard Nelson, M. T. A. S. C. 

Thomas Nelson, British Army. 

William W. Neuman, A. T. O. 909, Headquarters 
(deceased ). 

Horace A. Oat, Evacuation Ambulance Co. 74. 

Robert O’Neill, Naval Hospital, Ambulance 
Corps, League Island. 

W. Earle Parsons, F. H. 20, Division No. 6. 

William W. Pickles, Lieutenant, U. S. Public 
Health Service. 

Joseph R. Reeves, Utility Q. M. Co. 

Joseph Renn, 155th Depot Brigade. 

Maurice D. Rogers, Headquarters Co., 3d Field 
Artillery. 

W. Russell Rorer, Chemical Warfare Service. 

Leonard Royles, Musician. 

Benjamin Royles, Yeoman, U. S. Navy. 

George W. Schlafer, Fire and Guard Co. 316, 
Ordnance Branch. 

Robert M. Scott, U. S. S. Conner. 

William C. Schofield, 110th Infantry (wounded). 

William Smith, Utility Q. M. Co., Camp Dix, 
Nei 

Albert Tegge, Captain. 

Leon Thirsk, U. S. Naval Training Station. 
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Frederick T. Thorpe, 312th Field Artillery. 

J. W. Tomlinson, U. S. Naval Service. 
Albert Volz, 314th Infantry (wounded). 
William F. Ward, 109th Infantry (wounded). 
Francis E. Webster, Motor Transport Corps. 
Henry C. Wilkins, 315th Infantry (wounded). 
William Wilson, Marine Detachment. 

Walter R. Winterbottom, Medical Detachment. 
William Woolston, Merchant Marine. 


AUXILIARY SERVICE, 
H. Carlton Antrim, American Y. M. C. A. 


During her long history, Rehoboth has had 
many financial plans. Keeping abreast of the 
times, she has advanced step by step, always con- 
servative, but ready to adopt methods that ap- 
pealed to the good business judgment of the 
leaders. 

At present we are working with a fixed budget 
for both church expenses and the benevolent and 
Missionary offerings. The budget is adopted with 
a fixed ratio between the two accounts. All mon- 
ies are placed in a single envelope, and adjusted 
by this announced pro-rata. 

At present the unusual expense for the splendid 
church improvements are being met by a subscrip- 
tion, payable mostly by weekly contributions. 
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Very much of the data upon which we base the 
historical statements contained in this volume 
were gathered by our late lamented Brother Ains- 
worth. It is, indeed, very fitting that in this story 
of our church we should give him special mention. 
Brother Ainsworth joined the church under the 
ministry of Rev. Curtis Turner when a young 
man and was at once active as a Christian worker. 
He was licensed as an Exhorter in 1869. For 
many years he was Secretary of the Quarterly 
Conference. 

He was keenly interested in historical matters 
related to our church and was looking forward to 
the celebration of our one hundredth anniversary 
when he was called home to his eternal reward. 

The great event with which we close the story 
of our church in this historical sketch is the One 
Hundredth Anniversary. Though now getting to 
be an old church, Rehoboth is still vigorous. 
Many changes have taken place in the past cen- 
tury. At first our church was in the midst of 
Frankford, made up largely of English people 
and a church-going population. Now we are quite 
surrounded with those who speak other languages 
and have been taught in other countries to wor- 
ship in churches not Protestant. Our own mem- 
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bership, many of whom still maintain splendid 
loyalty to the old church, are mostly quite distant 
from the church building, many traversing the 
entire town to get to our services. ‘This is all the 
more significant when we note the fact that our 
town has grown in size as well as in population. 
The bond that holds us is the missionary spirit 
that recognizes we have a work still to perform 
in the locality of our church. 

The anniversary program now being prepared 
will open on Sunday, May 19th with Bishop 
Ernest Richardson preaching in the morning and 
addressing the Sunday-school anniversary in the 
afternoon. 

Plans have been completed for pageant, gen- 
eral meeting of all Frankford Methodism, an 
Anniversary Supper and Reception to former 
pastors and wives, other splendid meetings, and 
the whole affair will be an eventful occasion. 


CHURCH BUILDINGS 


The buildings within whose walls religious 
services were held of which actual records exist 
have so much of interest attaching to them as to 
make the subject worthy of special presentation. 

In the beginning of the Sunday-school, in 1829, 
the dwelling of Samuel Morrow, now Nos. 4267- 
69 Paul Street, opposite Ruan Street, was the 
scene of its earliest associations. This building, 
with its rough-cast front, stands to this day, with 
marks of an addition made to its length. 

The Frankford Academy, built in 1800, which 
continued to be used until 1879 as an integral 
part of the church, and around which cluster 
many memories of meetings held within its walls, 
was the place that witnessed the organization of 
Frankford Methodism. 

Its substantial stone building had in its earlier 
days a piazza extending along the entire front, 
and later had a neat cupola at its northern end. 
furnished with a bell of strong, deep tone, which 
could be heard for miles around, the gift of 
Hannah Gibbs. 

By many it will be remembered as a place 
where hours of profit and pleasure were spent, 
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and associations never to be forgotten were 
formed. 

In 1848, when the cupalo was torn down, the 
bell was offered for sale, but some vicious persons 
stole it and before it could be recovered had 
broken it to pieces, and forever silenced its tones. 

The Academy was used for some years as the 
town hall and a portion was fitted up for a jail. 
It stood and was used by our church until we 
enlarged our buildings. 

The success attending the new organization 
was such as to warrant the erection of a church 
edifice, for which public aid was asked and freely 
given. The call was issued in the following 
terms: “Whereas, the Methodist Episcopal So- 
ciety and congregation in Frankford, Pa., are 
much straitened for want of room in their pres- 
ent contracted building, and it being imprac- 
ticable to enlarge it, they have resolved, if they 
can raise two thousand dollars through the as- 
sistance of their friends, to erect a larger and 
more commodious house. We, therefore, the 
subscribers, do promise to pay, in regular quar- 
terly payments (or otherwise), to persons duly 
authorized, the several sums attached to our 
names for said purpose which has been complied 
with. 





I 


EHOBOTH CHURCH AND ACADEMY 


a 
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On April 16, 1834, the corner-stone was laid by 
Bishop Hedding, and on November 9th of that 
year the building was formally dedicated to the 
service of God, the Rev. Joseph Lybrand preach- 
ing. 

The building is thus described by the Rev. 
Jefferson Lewis: “Its dimensions are 45 x 60 
feet, constructed with the best Philadelphia brick, 
with the exception of the basement room, which 
is stone, and left unfinished. There are twenty- 
nine openings above the preaching floor. The 
door-sills, together with those of the front win- 
dows, are marble. In the center, on a line with 
the gallery windows, there is a stone bearing this 
inscription: ‘Rehoboth Methodist E. Church.’ 
As for the interior, it is correspondingly neat. 
The seating is modeled after the Kensington M. 
FE. Church, and in the pulpit with its fixtures, 
after the Union Church in Fourth Street, Phila- 
delphia, with the exception that it is pine- 
painted white. In fine, it is decidedly the best 
public building in the place, and one of the pret- 
tiest and best country churches belonging to our 
people, well calculated to reflect much credit upon 
the judicious committee that superintended its 
execution. It will seat about four hundred and 
fifty persons, and when the gallery is put up will 
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accommodate seven or eight hundred.” The 
total cost of this building was $4,652.09. 

The pulpit was situated at the eastern end of 
the church, and the pews ran from north to south 
in regular lines, divided by two main aisles. 
Looking from the pulpit, the men sat on the left 
side of each aisle, while the women sat on the 
right, making the center one-half male and one- 
half female. The lighting in the beginning was 
by candles. 

In the Cyclopedia of Methodism we find this 
paragraph: “At the rise of Methodism the 
preacher gave to every member every three 
months a ticket signifying the approval of re- 
ligious experience and life. These tickets varied 
from time to time. In their earliest form there 
was some picture or symbolical representation, 
but subsequently a single text of Scripture or a 
verse of a hymn was plainly printed, and in all 
cases the name of the person receiving was writ- 
ten upon it by the pastor. When love-feasts were 
kept with closed doors these tickets were essential 
for admission. In recent years they are seldom 
used.” 

Love-Frast TIcKET 

The ticket, as illustrated, was used by one of 

our members in 1848. 
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In 1848, during the ministry of Rev. Henry G. 
King, the basement of the church was improved, 
and made suitable for the accommodation of the 
Infant Sunday-school. A new vestibule was also 








Ss METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 









<oe 

os FOUNDED A D 1784. 

Loe 

es QUARTEBLY TICKET, Ds Cea is MB 5 
oo S> 3 
eee AMuanuster. $3 
oo 

SS os BN Pee 
oe Many avé the alffiction’ of the riffiteous, but the Lord << 
Ra delivereth him out of them af—Psa. xxxiv, 19. es 
re of 
SoM Though waves and storms go o’er my head, oe 
o> Though strength, and heaith, and friends be gone; > 
Sse Though joys be wither’d all and dead, DES 
Sk Thoug h every comfort be withdrawn 5 es 
o> On this my steadfast soul NEUES, oe 
o> Father, thy mercy never dies. : ee 
2-e> < 
AAA AAA SELEXKXEEEKEXS 4h9944 ay AAADADAD DAIS AIS SS 
BOE O CEOS CC COC COL ECE OR Le 


added to the church as a weather protection. ‘The 
first floor of the Academy was altered to provide 
living rooms for the sexton and family, as com- 
pensation for services rendered. It was at this 
time that heaters were first introduced. 

With the increased prosperity of the church in 
1852-53, there arose a demand for enlargement 
of the atidience room. A committee was ap- 
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pointed, in part from the Board of Trustees and 
part from the Quarterly Conference, upon which 
was conferred powers “to enlarge this house, as 
they may think requisite, and superintend the 
collection of means to pay for the same.” A 
contract was made to lengthen the church by 
twenty-three feet. This was accomplished at a 
total outlay of $3,895.25, and dedicatory services 
were held July 24, 1853, at which time about 
$1,000 of the total cost remained unpaid. The 
public school building was placed at the service 
of the church for Sunday religious services dur- 
ing the period of the alterations, at no other ex- 
pense than the cost of the fuel consumed. The 
winter of this year marked the introduction of 
illuminating gas. 

The inconvenience of a rented parsonage had 
long been felt, but for various reasons until the 
year 1857 no definite steps had been taken to 
possess a parsonage property. A corporate meet- 
ing was held, and authority given for the re- 
moval of the Academy building and the erection 
on its site of a suitable parsonage. At this junc- 
ture the dwelling adjoining the church, on its 
north side, was offered by a member of the Board 
of Trustees for the sum of $3,000, which, being 
approved, was purchased. With but few altera- 
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tions this dwelling continued to be used until the 
erection of the new parsonage in 1889. 

A leaky roof having developed in the audience 
room, it became necessary, at considerable ex- 
pense, to have this remedied. ‘There was also an 
additional cost for painting and papering. It 
was again necessary to vacate the church build- 
ing, and temporary quarters were found in Odd 
Fellows’ Hall and the Lyceum Hall (then being 
used as a place for one of the Sunday-schools). 
An opening service was held in the month of 
August, 1865, and Bishop Simpson preached the 
morning sermon. ‘The cost of this improvement 
was $2,336.49. 

The inadequacy of the accommodations af- 
forded for class meetings was made a special 
subject of the pastor’s report in 1867, and the 
importance of the matter was so felt by the 
Trustees that the sum of $800 was expended in 
providing suitable rooms for the purpose. 

In 1879 there was completed the largest un- 
dertaking in alterations and additions that had 
been made since the church was organized. It 
involved the removal of the Academy and the 
erection of a chapel suitable for prayer-meetings 
and Sunday-school purposes, and providing class- 
rooms and library rooms. At the same time the 
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seating of the church was changed to the amphi- 
theater style, giving greater advantages for seeing 
and hearing the occupant of the pulpit. Sub- 
scriptions were made to the proposed enterprise, 
and the venerable Bishop Simpson advised the 
prosecution of the work, which was entered upon 
speedily, under a special committee, and the plans 
and advice of Architect Lawrence B. Volk, of 
New York. Such was the expedition with which 
the work was accomplished that the opening and 
dedicatory services were held on Thanksgiving 
Day, November 27, 1879, Bishop Simpson con- 
ducting the morning service, which was graced 
by the presence of President Rutherford B. 
Hayes and his wife, then visiting Philadelphia. 
In the evening the Rev. Dr. Fowler (afterwards 
Bishop Fowler) conducted the services, and 
formally dedicated the building. The total cost 
was about $16,000, and the money was nearly 
all subscribed. . 

- No other outlay of any importance was made 
upon the buildings until the summer of 1888, 
when the whole interior was re-frescoed and new 
carpets laid at a total cost of $1,800, which amount 
was oversubscribed by $300 by the congregation 
on October 18th. 
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In 1889 the present parsonage was built, re- 
placing the one previously mentioned, which it 
was considered unwise to further enlarge or re- 
pair. This was completed at a cost of $6,000, 
under the direction of Architect Frank R. Watson. 

The church parlor was for several years used 
by the Primary Department of the Sunday- 
school, but by 1893 it was found to be too small 
to accommodate the numbers attending. To gain 
the space required the wall line for this portion 
was made to conform to the line of the vestibule 
fornt, and the room was doubled in its capacity. 
Besides being an improvement for the Primary 
Department, this room is convenient for the meet- 
ings of the various societies of the church. It is 
now known as the Primary Room. 

The next important improvement made was 
the introduction, in 1898, of a superior pipe organ, 
built by C. F. Haskel, of Philadelphia, at a cost 
of $3,000. ‘The church at this time underwent 
a general renovation. ‘The walls were re-frescoed, 
‘a metal ceiling was placed in the audience room, 
the old gas fixtures were replaced by new and 
beautiful electroliers, with side brackets for gas 
and electric lighting, and a new and handsomely 
enclosed choir platform was provided, all of which 
added very much to the beauty of the interior. 
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The total cost involved was about $4,000, which 
was met by subscriptions. 

In the year 1904 improvements, involving a 
new and commodious building for Sunday-school 
purposes, were planned, and were authorized by 
the church corporation, conditioned upon the Trus- 
tees having subscriptions in hand amounting to 
$6,000. The total cost of the operation may be 
in the neighborhood of $10,000 to $12,000, for 
which a considerable sum has been subscribed. 
Using the main walls of the chapel and Primary 
Room, it is proposed to strengthen them and build 
higher, so as to provide on the second floor a large 
audience room capable of accommodating over 
600 persons, fitted up with separate rooms for 
the adult classes. By this means the audience 
room of the church will be relieved from the wear 
and tear of its use as a Sunday-school room, for 
which it is not adapted, and a room suitable for 
entertainments will be provided, with obvious ad- 
vantage. ‘The first floor will be given up to the 
Primary and Junior Departments, thus providing 
for the proper subdivision of the Sunday-school. 
Arrangements for kitchen and other conveniences 
will be included in the final plans. 


CHURCH BUILDINGS 103 


This improvement is far-reaching in its impor- 
tance, and will be of such value as to mark an 
era in the history of the church and Sunday-school. 


On Sunday, April 24th, more than $15,000 was 
subscribed for the above improvements. ‘This not 
only insured the needed Sunday-school building, 
but enabled the Trustees to add a new front 
to the church, in accordance with the suggestion 
from the architects—thus adding to both the 
beauty and usefulness of Rehoboth Church. 

The plan involved some radical changes and 
after several revisions of the layout of the build- 
ings the church decided on much more extended 
changes than originally contemplated and in- 
creased the amount needed to cover the cost to 
$35,000, giving the present commodious building 
with its splendid Sunday-school appointments. 
This new structure improving not only the 
interior of the church and Sunday-school build- 
ings, but completely changing the exterior of the 
building as viewed from Paul Street. An illus- 
tration of the new church front is found on page 
141. 

In the year 1925 quite extensive changes were 
again made in the church, including the introduc- 
tion of steam heating in place of the old hot-air 
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systems, and since oil burner has been installed. 

The walls have been treated with Muracote and 
newly decorated. The floor in the auditorium 
covered with hardwood, finely polished, and gold 
leaf on the organ pipes. 

The organ had an additional unit added on top 
of the church ceiling, with a set of chimes con- 
nected with the organ. This latter was a gift of 
the church choir. 

These varied changes called for the expenditure 
of over $30,000 in all and put the church property 
at the time of its 100th anniversary in very fine 
condition. 










REV. DAVID WESLEY GORDON, D.D. REV. JOSEPH R. Abe GRAY, DD: 


March, 1886—March, 1889 March, 1889—March, 1892 


REV. WILLIAM J. PAXSON, D.D. REV. AMOS JOHNSON, D.D. 


March, 1892—March, 1895 March, 1895—March, 1900 





OUR PASTORS. 


So much does the welfare and prosperity of a 
church depend upon the ability and fidelity of 
its pastors, that we take pleasure in devoting an 
important part of this historical sketch to the 
long line of godly men who from time to time 
have occupied the pulpit of Rehoboth Church. 


Oy 
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REV. JEFFERSON LEWIS. 


To the Rev. Jurrerson Lewis, under God, 
belongs the honor of having given a name to the 
church in Frankford, and of having successfully 
established the work which had been made ready 
for the harvest by other pious men and women 
who had preceded him. He was appointed by the 
Philadelphia Conference in 1833 to “Frankford 
Station,” then for the first time so designated. 
Speaking of his advent, he said he “came in much 
fear and trembling.” ‘This, however, did not long 
continue. He had traveled previously the circuits 
of Dauphin, Columbia and Camden, and had 
served at St. George’s Church, Philadelphia. He 
was active in mind and body, and well adapted 
for the work to which he was called, adding eighty 
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members to the church during his first year. He 
was present at the observance of the semi-centen- 
nial of this church, in March, 1879, living during 
his declining years at Plainfield, N. J., where he 
died at a ripe old age. Our portrait was taken 
toward the close of his useful life. 


7 


REV. CALEB A. LIPPINCOTT. 


The Rev. Cates A. Lipprincorr was the next 
pastor, being appointed in 1835. It has been said 
that some apprehension filled the minds of the 
official members of the church as to the kind of 
minister who should succeed Mr. Lewis; but Mr. 
Lippincott, proving to be all that was desired, 
speedily found a place among the people, and the 
work progressed. Having to deal with those who 
had scruples as to the manner in which the ordi- 
nance of baptism should be administered—some 
contending for immersion, while others wished 
to be sprinkled—Mr. Lippincott acceded to the 
wishes of his adult converts, and baptized them 
in their own preferred way. During this pastor- 
ate the charge included churches at Holmesburg 
and Bridesburg. Grappling at the time with a 
considerable church debt, the Trustees objected 


OUR PASTORS 10% 


to a request made by the pastor that one-fourth 
of the “penny” collections be applied to the sup- 
port of the gospel. 


e 


REV. JAMES NEILL. 


Whether because of the importance of the work 
to be done, or because it was considered that the 
experience would be helpful to the young man, 
we find the Rev. Jamrs Nrri1, appointed in 1836 
as co-pastor with Mr. Lippincott, apparently with 
sustained harmony and success. Brother Neill had 
a genial nature and many excellent qualities, so 
that when his health failed, and it was deemed 
advisable that he relinquish his ministerial work, 
it was a matter of deep disappointment both to 
himself and his many friends. During his long 
life he was frequently found in the pulpits ‘of 
various churches, including Rehoboth, always tak- 
ing an active interest in the organization of new 
churches wherever he saw a fitting opportunity. 
Among the churches with which he was identified 
in this way were Central of Frankford, and 
Spring Garden and Grace Churches. His son, the 
Rev. B. M. Neill, was a member of the Philadel- 
phia Conference. 
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REV. W. W. FOULKS. 


The Rev. W. W. FouLxs succeeded to the 
pastorate in 1837, and for a portion of the term 
the Rev. M. D. Kurvz was associated with him 
as junior preacher. During that year a period 
of business depression set in, and difficulty was 
experienced in meeting the current expenses of 
the charge. Under these circumstances, the 
preacher accepted as his salary the meager amount 
that was available. Brother Foulks is described 
as being a benevolent man, of kindly appearance, 
but withal stern in his enforcement of the rules 
of Christian living. Impaired health compelled 
him to seek relief from the pastorate before his 
year was completed. His daughter, Lizzie Smith, 
has been a faithful successor in evangelistic work, 
taking an active part in camp-meeting services. 


S 


REV. JOHN HENRY. 


A general revival of interest in all the depart- 
ments of the church appears to have been awak- 
ened by the advent of the Rev. Joun Henry, in 
1838. It is said that he was a remarkable com- 
bination of simplicity and wisdom. While but 
little versed in worldly affairs, as a preacher he 
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displayed wonderful ability. He was eloquent in 
prayer and sermon, and exceedingly clear in his 
exposition of Bible truth and doctrine. During 
his term the act of incorporation was determined 
upon, but not completed until the following year. 
His last words are said to have been: “I have 
looked down upon the valley of death, in its length 
and breadth, and it has no terrors for me.” 


ze 


REV. R. W. THOMAS. 


At the time of the appointment of the Rev. 
R. W. TxHomas, in 1839, the absorbing question 
was the new Constitution, about which certain 
differences of opinion prevailed. ‘These being 
satisfactorily settled by a joint committee repre- 
senting the Board of Trustees and the church 
members, on April 30, 1840, report was made that 
the Constitution had been duly signed and deliv- 
ered into the hands of the Secretary. ‘The name 
of Mr. Thomas appears on the parchment, pre- 
served with other church records. For purposes 
of discipline, a Quarterly Conference was held on 
a certain Monday morning at five o’clock, assem- 
bling on another occasion at a camp-meeting. 
These may be regarded as “signs of the times.” 
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REV. JOHN L. TAFT. 


The Rev. Joun L. Tarr was appointed to 
Rehoboth Church in 1841. He is described as 
being at this time about forty years of age, small 
of stature, of active temperament, and scrupu- 
lously careful in dress, his manner being sug- 
gestive of the French race, from which. it is said, 
he was descended. His salary was “estimated” 
at $300 (afterwards increased to $400), with $80 
for rent. At this time the church was some- 
what disturbed by the peculiar doctrines known 
as ““Millerism” and “Native Americanism.” 
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REV. JOHN A. BOYLE. 


The period of the Rev. Joun A. Boyie’s pas- 
torate (1843-44) marked an unusually successful 
term, much of which was due to the faithful serv- 
ives of Mrs. Boyle, who made herself especially 
useful in church circles, and was much esteemed 
on that account. While resident in Rehoboth 
Parsonage a son (J. Richards Boyle, now an hon- 
ored member of the Philadelphia Conference) was 
born to them. After his term in this charge, Mr. 
Boyle located in Western Pennsylvania, and at 
the outbreak of the Civil War raised a company 
of volunteers, and later was promoted to be Major 


OUR PASTORS 113 


of his regiment. He met his death at Wauhatchie, 
Tennessee, early on the morning of October 29, 
1863. 
S 
REV. CHRISTOPHER J. CROUCH. 

All ministers have gifts, but some in more 
abundant measure than others. The Rev. Curis- 
‘OPHER J. Croucu, pastor during 1845 and 1846, 
was distinguished for the character of his pulpit 
services, and attracted unusual attention by the 
spirit and manner of his sermons. Such distinc- 
tion is worthy of mention, and the fruit of it is 
seen in the fact that the membership of the church 
reached the, at that time, considerable number of 
three hundred. 

@ 
REV. HENRY G. KING. 


In 1847-48 the Rev. Henry G. Kine was the 
preacher in charge. His venerable appearance 
and gentle disposition are said to have endeared 
him to the people, among whom he was famil- 
iarly known as “Pappy” King. The Rev. Pennell 
Coombs says of him: “Henry G. King was a man 
by himself, and like no one else. He had a strong 
nervous temperament, and his success depended 
greatly on the state of his feelings. If they were 
right, he preached grandly; but if they failed to 
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be in order, he failed in the sermon. . . . He 
was grandly successful in saving souls.” His ser- 
mons abounded in spiritual truth and deep re- 
ligious experience. He was a man mighty in 
prayer, and uniform and constant in his devotions. 


He died May 7, 1859, at Village Green, Pa. 


> 
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REV. JAMES H. MacFARLAND. 


The Rev. James H. MacFarianp, before his 
appointment to Rehoboth charge, in 1849, had 
occupied the position of Presiding Elder in the 
Philadelphia Conference. He had a profound 
sense of his duty as pastor, and, in his inquiries 
as to the personal experiences of his flock, was 
noted for his direct and searching questioris. For 
this he was feared by some, but he secured the 
affectionate regard of all who knew him well. 
tlis sermons abounded in scriptural quotations, 
which marked him as a diligent student of the 
Bible. During his term Frankford was visited 
by an epidemic of cholera, during which Brother 
MacFarland and his wife were indefatigable in 
their attention to the sick, apparently without fear. 
Not being in robust health, he obtained a super- 
numerary relation. He died in Philadelphia, 
March 23, 1863. 
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REV. WILLIAM COOPER, D.D. 

The Rev. Witt1am Cooper, D.D., was ap- 
pointed to Rehoboth in 1851. He was born in 
1804 in Caroline County, Maryland; converted 
at Smyrna, Delaware, February 20, 1824, and in 
1827 was appointed to the Chester Circuit under 
the Presiding Elder. In 1828 he was received 
into the Philadelphia Conference on trial. He 
traveled until 1833, but on account of severe ill- 
ness took no regular appointment until 1836, 
though he organized St. Paul’s Church and Mar- 
iners Bethel, Philadelphia. Doctor Cooper filled 
a number of the most important appointments of 
the Conference, and was a member of the General 
Conferences of 1844, 1856, 1860 and 1872. 

- @ 


REV. JAMES CUNNINGHAM, D.D. 

The Rev. James Cunnincuam, D.D., was born 
in Philadelphia, November 30, 1811. He was 
converted and united with the church in 1829, 
was licensed to preach in 1833, and admitted on 
trial in the Philadelphia Conference in 1834. He 
held many important appointments, and was a 
delegate to the General Conferences of 1852; 
1856, 1864 and 1868. His ministry in Rehoboth 
in 1852-54 was successful. His death occurred 
while serving Asbury Church, April 22, 1881. 
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REV. GEORGE S. QUIGLEY. 

In 1854-55 the Rev. Grorce S. QuIGLEy served 
Rehoboth Church with marked success. Born in 
Soudersburg, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, on 
November 6, 1814, he was received in the Phila- 
delphia Conference on trial in 1842. Besides this 
charge, he served the following appointments: 
Allentown, Attleborough, North City Mission, 
New Market Street, Germantown, Tabernacle, 
Zion Circuit, Newark Circuit, Chester Circuit, and 
Ausbury Church, Wilmington, Delaware, where 
he died June 25, 1866. It is said of him that 
“Tike his Master, he went about doing good.” 
His pulpit ministrations were characterized by 
clearness, fidelity to the Scriptures, an adaptation 
of the truth to his hearers, and by a manner that 
demonstrated his own interest in his theme. His 
zeal may be illustrated by the manner of his work 
during his first winter in Frankford. Beginning, 
in the month of November, with prayer-meetings 
on Wednesday and Friday evenings, services were 
held during January every night except on Satur- 
days. These meetings, conducted by himself, 
with the assistance of members of the church, 
were continued up to the time of the Annual Con- 
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ference. Many conversions resulted from these 
meetings. Mrs. Sarah Quigley, his wife, was a 
sister of the late Rev. T. C. Murphy, D.D. 


7 


REV. ALLEN JOHNS. 


The Rev. ALLEN JoHNS was the next pastor, 
serving the church from 1856 to 1858. He was 
born in Chester County in 1805, and was con- 
verted when about eighteen years of age, entering 
the ministry in 1833. He was eminent in gifts 
that made him influential as a minister of the 
gospel. His was a saintly life, and he succeeded 
in winning many to love the Saviour whom he so 
faithfully served. He died at Middletown, eae 
December 28, 1868. 


7 


REV. WILLIAM L. GRAY. 


The Rev. Wiunt1AM L. Gray was born of Meth- 
odist parents in Cumberland County, New Jersey, 
November 8, 1821. He spent a long life in the 
ministry, and died November 2, 1902, having been 
for sixty-one years a member of the Philadelphia 
Conference. He was converted in St. George’s 
Church in March, 1838, and in 1840 was appointed 
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to Lehman’s Chapel and Bethel Mission as “sup- 
ply,” though but nineteen years of age. In 1843 
he was ordained a deacon by Bishop Morris. He 
served one year in Rehoboth (1858), during which 
time he was much interested in an effort to secure 
for Frankford a second Methodist Church, but 
the matter was postponed. His salary was $750. 
He was Presiding Elder of the South Philadelphia 
District in 1867-70. From 1885 to 1891 he was 
Corresponding Secretary of the Philadelphia Con- 
ference Tract Society. 


> 
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REV. ANTHONY ATWOOD. 

The Rev. ANtHony Atwoop, born in Burling- 
ton County, New Jersey, June 27, 1801, was con- 
verted in 1818, and after serving a circuit in 
Salem County was admitted to the Conference in 
1825. He filled many important appointments, 
and contributed much to the periodicals of the 
church. He was regarded as a successful man, 
always accomplishing the things he undertook. 
During his term at Rehoboth (1859-61), he was 
successful in breaking up the long-established cus- 
tom under which men and women occupied differ- 
ent sides of the church. 
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REV. WILLIAM McCOMBS. 

The Rev. Wint1am McCompss was known as 
a faithful minister of the Word, and was spoken 
of as a “solid preacher.” His term (1861-63) 
was in the heat of the great Civil War, and his 
influence was steadily exerted for the mainte- 
nance of the Union. Many went from the church 
to the army in defence of the cause, and Brother 
McCombs always approved their course. 


@ 
REV. PETER J. COX. 


The Rev. Prerer J. Cox was*pastor from 1863 
till 1866. He was appointed under the extended 
term limit of three years, a circumstance which 
was regarded as providential, because of the fit- 
ness of the man for the position. ‘The pending 
civil strife engaged the thought of the people gen- 
erally, and only a man of his sturdy type and 
generous utterance could command respect and 
confidence at this time. His ministry was suc- 
cessful, and its effects were felt long after he had 
removed to another field. 

e 


REV. CURTIS F. TURNER. 
The Rev. Curtis F. TuRNER (1866-69) entered 
upon his appointment in the midst of a series of 
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revival meetings begun by his predecessor, and 
continued without interruption during the sessions 
of the Annual Conference. He grasped the situ- 
_ation with a vigor born of an earnest and conse- 
crated sense of his opportunity and responsibility 
to God, the result of which was a large ingather- 
ing to the church—a class of probationers num- 
bering 101 persons being received into full mem- 
bership on one occasion. Large congregations 
attended all services, and a high tide of spiritual 
interest was reached. 


"o> 
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REV. JOHN THOMPSON. 


The Rev. Jonn THOMPSON was a man of un- 
usual gifts. Full of zeal and the Holy Ghost, he 
waS.an inspiration wherever his voice was heard. 
Born October 26, 1823, at Chichester, Delaware 
County, Pennsylvania, he was converted on March 
8, 1842, and in September, 1848, was licensed to 
preach.”". He was admitted to the Philadelphia 
Conference on trial in 1849. While at Rohoboth 
charge,-in 1869-70, he organized a Fair for the 
purpose of liquidating the church debt, conduct- 
ing it with religious purity and order. The sum 
realized was $2,800. During this term Brother 
Thompson’s throat became seriously affected, and 
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he was compelled to seek relief from the active 
ministry, which was a great disappointment both 
to himself and the church. He afterwards became 
identified with the Peirce Business School, con- 
ducted evangelistic work in church and camp- 
meetings, being especially prominent in Holiness 
gatherings. He entered into his reward August 
J, 1899: 
e 


REV. JOHN FRANCIS CHAPLAIN, D.D. 


The Rev. Joun Francis Cuapiarin, D.D., 
was born October 16, 1824, in Trappe, ‘Talbot 
County, Maryland. He was converted in the 
same place August 5, 1845, graduated at Dickin- 
son College, admitted to the Philadelphia Con- 
ference in 1852, was Presiding Elder of Lehigh 
District in 1877, and died August 26, 1880. His 
term (1870-73) was marked by the organization 
of the Frankford Avenue M. FE. Church, when 
the sum of $3,500 was subscribed towards that 
enterprise. It was established with many prayers 
for its success. ‘The use of unfermented wine 
for Communion purposes was then first adopted. 

During the pastorate of Dr. Chaplain it was 
not an unusual thing for revival services to be 
held after the morning sermon. Frank A. Gil- 
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bert, now a member of the Philadelphia Confer- 
ence, was converted on.one of these occasions. 
The church was freed from debt before Brother 
Chaplain closed his term, and he left Rehoboth 
amid expressions of the warm attachment that 
had united him to the people. He was a great 
sufferer during the last year of his service in the 
ministry. On his death-bed he declared himself 
“quite on the verge of heaven.” 


B 


REV. THOMAS A. FERNLEY. 
The Rev. Tuomas A. FErniEY (1873-76) was 


a man of that fervent temperament which has 
brought to Methodism much of the distinctive 
character and zeal for which many of her min- 
isters have been marked, and through whom much 
of the success of the church has been accom- 
plished. Plain as to his manner and habit of life, 
he mingled freely with the people and secured 
their confidence. His closing report shows, as the 
fruit of this successful pastoral term, that during 
the three years 275 persons professed conversion, 
cf whom ninety-eight were admitted to full mem- 
bership, many of them giving promise of great 
usefulness. His death occurred December 23, 
1897. 
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REV. WILLIAM H. ELLIOTT. 


The Rev. Witziam H. Exriorr (1876-79) be- 
gan his pastoral duties in Rehoboth under favor- 
able conditions, he having had official relations 
with the church as Presiding Elder when it formed 
part of the Lehigh District. He was a man of 
mature Christian experience, and of large heart 
and broad sympathies, as became a man of his 
physical proportions. Of commanding presence, 
he was at once brave and gentle, forceful yet easily 
entreated. He filled the pulpit in the best mean- 
ing of that word, and is remembered by many 
who sat under his ministry for his able and in- 
structive sermons. Revival services were held, 
conversions were made, and progress is recorded 
along all lines of church work. On a solid foun- 
dation, a noble structure was steadily being built 
in Christian living, to the glory of God. 


e 


REV. JAMES HEPBURN HARGIS. 


The Rev. James Heppurn Harcis was in the 
flush of his young manhood at the time of his 
appointment to Rehoboth charge, in 1879. Pos- 
sessed of good health, and being of a vigorous, 
active temperament, he was capable of grappling 
successfully with the peculiar problems of his 
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calling. His large endowments were strengthened 
by heredity, his father having been for twenty- 
six years a minister of the gospel. He was born 
at Fairmount, Maryland, May 2, 1847, and was 
admitted to the Philadelphia Conference in 1872. 
His interests and activities had a large range. 
His Philadelphia appointments were Park Avenue, 
Fifth Street, and Rehoboth. In 1880 he was 
transferred to the Newark Conference, from 
whence he was sent to Italy as Assistant Super- 
intendent of that field, returning to the United 
States in 1885. In 1890 he was appointed Pre- 
siding Elder of the West District of the Phila- 
delphia Conference. He died August 8, 1895. 


e}) 
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REV. SAMUEL BARNES. 


The Rev. SamueL Barnes, born of sturdy, 
pious parentage on the Eastern Shore of Mary- 
land, had an early training that fitted him with 
sagacious insight to discern character and to give 
wise counsel. ‘To his precise and careful methods 
in all the affairs of life was added a rich piety 
which enabled him, while giving forth abundantly 
to others, to increase his own spiritual resources. 
Full of years, he was still spared in well-sustained 
faculties to enjoy the rest which, by his labors 
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and temperate living, he has so richly earned. 
During his pastorate (1880-83) the “Lyceum” 
became an active educational institution of the 
church, and the benevolent collections were, for 
good reasons, first taken by the “Omnibus” sys- 
tem. Revival services held at the beginning of 
1881 were unusually successful, nearly one hun- 
dred persons being received into full membership. 


He died June 14, 1912. 
e 


REV. WILLIAM SWINDELLS 


The Rev. WILLIAM SWINDELLS’ appointment, 
in 1883, was one that was most pleasing and satis- 
factory. From the Presiding Eldership of the 
North District, which he had just vacated, he 
was delighted to return to pastoral work, and 
frequently expressed the pleasure it afforded him. 
In the best of health, he possessed a capacity for 
work truly surprising. He was of generous dis- 
position, and especially strong in attracting and 
interesting young persons in the church and Sun- 
day-school. Through his personal efforts success- 
ful Chautauqua Circles were conducted. Small 
chairs suited to the children were at his sugges- 
tion placed in the Primary Department of the 
Sunday-school. Revival services were held, re- 
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sulting in many conversions, a list of nearly one 
hundred probationers being named at one Quar- 
terly Conference. In 1885 Brother Swindells was 
again called to the position of Presiding Elder, 
and later to be the first Superintendent of the 
Methodist Episcopal Hospital of Philadelphia. 
The closing work of his life was as editor of the 
Philadelphia Methodist, and Agent for the Book 
Room in Philadelphia, from which he was called, 
after a brief illness, to his eternal reward. Dur- 
ing his term in Rehoboth the salary was increased 
to $1,800. 
@ 


REV. SYLVESTER N. CHEW. 


The Rev. SyivEstER N. CuHEw, in 1885, was 
surprised and pleased at his appointment to Reho- 
both Church. While of the age we usually desig- 
nate as “the prime of life,” it could not be said 
that he was strong or robust. In temperament 
he was kind and considerate, and very modest, 
his preaching being by preference the gospel of 
love. In his somewhat impaired health the pas- 
toral work bore heavily upon him, and when he 
had nearly completed his year of service he con- 
cluded it would be prudent to seek a supernu- 
merary relation for one year. ‘This he did, with 
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the consent of the church, and the Conference 
granted his wish. He was released from pastoral 
work, but rest did not restore his health. Grad- 
ually he suffered decline, and-on April 3, 1887, 
at Camden, N. J., he passed from earth to heaven, 
beloved and lamented. 

& 


REV. DAVID WESLEY GORDON, D.D. 


The Rev. Davin Wrsiey Gorpon, D.D., came 
to Rehoboth in 1886 from Nineteenth Street 
Church. His intimate friendship with William 
Swindells had brought him into acquaintance with 
Rehoboth people, and he entered upon his new 
charge as amongst familiar friends. He was born 
at Bridgeport, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
March 10, 1841. In November, 1853, he was 
converted, and was received into the Philadelphia 
Conference in 1862. During his term (1886-89) 
he took charge of a large class of ladies in the 
Sunday-school which, while a serious tax on his 
time, was the means of doing much good. His 
parting pastoral words were to “wish for the 
church and school in every department much suc- 
cess, and the blessing of God upon every mem- 
ber.’ During this pastorate a large number of 
accessions were made to the church membership, 
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many by conversion. ‘The total membership was 
reported as 520. 

Brother Gordon returned to Frankford when 
his last illness compelled him to retire from active 
work, and spent his declining days as an attendant 
of Rehoboth Church—his family relations through 
the marriage of his daughters Bernice to John M. 
Justice, and Elsie to Horace T. Greenwood, both 
members of our church, forming links which made 
Rehoboth the natural home of his family. He 
died October 6, 1902. 

e 


REV. JOSEPH R. TAYLOR GRAY, D.D. 

The Rev. JosrEpH R. Tayntor Gray, at the 
time of his appointment to Rehoboth charge in 
1889, had for several years occupied the position 
of Secretary of the Philadelphia Conference, and 
was held in high esteem by all who knew him. 
Being the third of his family in direct line to 
enter the ministry, he may be said to have been 
“born a minister.” He is still honored as a man 
of pure heart who constantly endeavored to 
do his duty, holding ever before him life’s high- 
est ideals. He served a term of six years as 
Presiding Elder of the North Philadelphia Dis- 
trict, and was elected to the General Conference 
in 1900. Revival services were held with good 
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results, on one occasion twenty-five persons, 
mostly from the Sunday-school, being received on 
probation. He died January 26, 1922. 
e 
REV. WILLIAM J. PAXSON, D.D. 


The Rev. Wituiam J. Paxson, D.D., pastor 
from 1892 to 1895, had for nearly forty years oc- 
cupied a prominent place in the Philadelphia Con- 
ference. He was a man of strong mental endow- 
inent and broad Christian experience. Born in 
Philadelphia, December 15, 1826, he first became 
connected with the Methodist Church in 1854, 
and was received on trial by the Philadelphia Con- 
ference in 1856. Among the positions he filled 
may be named the following: Assistant Secretary 
of the Philadelphia Conference for six years, Sec- 
retary three years, Presiding Elder six years, and 
tor many years Secretary of the Conference Edu- 
cation Society. During eleven years he was Sec- 
retary of the Board of Church Extension, and 
for a time was President of the Board. He was 
a Trustee and the first Secretary of the Methodist 
Episcopal Hospital, a Trustee of Dickinson Col- 
lege, and a delegate to the General Conferences 
of 1876, 1880, 1884 and 1888. He died Feb- 
ruary 4, 1898, and was buried in Woodland Ceme- 
tery, Philadelphia. 
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REV. AMOS JOHNSON, D.D. 

The Rev. Amos JoHnson, while conducting a 
good work in Columbia, Pennsylvania, was se- 
lected to occupy the pulpit of Rehoboth Church 
in 1895. The authorities of the church agreed 
with the wisdom of the choice, the appointment 
being made as requested. For the first time in 
the history of the church the pastorate was ex- 
tended to cover a period of five years. That it 
was a successful term is well known. A harvest 
resulting from previous good work was reaped, 
and there succeeded, under wise stimulation, a 
pleasing sociability that evidenced itself in in- 
creased attendance upon religious services, and 
in improved financial conditions. The addition 
of an excellent pipe organ was the distinctive 
improvement effected during this term. Earnest 
personal work and devoted pastoral attention 
accomplished the successes indicated, for which 
the church gratefully made acknowledgment by 
appropriate resolutions when the parting time 


came. He died October 26, 1927. 
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REV. T. B. NEELY, D.D., LL.D. 


The Rev. T. B. Nery, D.D., was appointed 
by Bishop Fowler, at the Conference session held 
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“in Arch Street Church in 1900. Occupying a 
very influential position among his ministerial 
brethren, by whom he had just been elected to 
the General Conference at Chicago, his was re- 
earded as an unusually fine appointment. At- 
tendance upon the General Conference in May 
necessitated his absence from the charge for 
some weeks, and near the close of the session 
he was elected Corresponding Secretary of the 
Sunday-school Union, a position which he filled 
with great efficiency and honor. This appoint- 
ment created a vacancy in Rehoboth pulpit in 
June, 1900. Fur years lated Doctor Neely was 
elected Bishop, serving until the General Con- 
ference of 1912, when he was retired. He con- 
tinued his residence in Philadelphia, and died Sep- 
tember 4, 1925. 
e 
REV. THOMPSON W. McKINNEY, D.D. 


The Rev. THompson W. McKINN&EyY was com- 
missioned by Bishop Charles H. Fowler in June 
of that year to assume the pastorate of Rehoboth 
Church. The appointment was made agreeably 
to the expressed wish of the Official Board. Born 
in Butler County, Pennsylvania, December 27s 
1864, of United Presbyterian parents, he was 
converted in the Methodist Church in Chatham 
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Center, Ohio, March 7, 1887, and immediately 
felt that he was called of God to preach the gospel. 
He attended Allegheny College, Meadville, Penn- 
sylvania, 1888-89; Southwest Kansas College, 
Winfield, Kansas, 1892-94; Allegheny College, 
1894-95; Drew Seminary, Madison, New Jersey, 
1895-96. Served as “supply” in Erie Conference, 
1888-89; in Southwest Kansas Conference, 
1890; was admitted to Southwest Kansas Confer- 
ence, where he served till September, 1894. He 
was then transferred to the Erie Conference, re- 
maining one year; “supplied” in the Philadelphia 
Conference a year and a half, and was regularly 
transferred to the Philadelphia) Conference in 
March, 1897. Brother McKinney has served ap- 
pointments as follows: Erie Conference—Pine 
Grove and Kingsley Chapel; Southwest Kansas 
Conference—Arlington (five preaching places), 
Genda Springs (three preaching places), Harper 
City and Burden; Erie Conference—Assistant 
Pastor Guys Mills Circuit; Philadelphia Confer- 
ence—Park Avenue and Fairhill Churches. He 
was doing an excellent work at the latter church 
at the time of his transfer to Rehoboth. At this 
time (1904) it may be said that Brother McKin- 
ney’s administration has been marked for its wis- 
dom and zeal, for evangelistic preaching, and an 
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earnest call to every one to a nobler and purer 
life by faith in the Son of God. Conversions are 
frequent, and a good work is in constant progress. 

An event of unusual interest during this admin- 
istration was the celebration of the 75th anniver- 
sary of the church, a full account of which is 
given in the chapter, “The Story of Our Church.” 
Brother McKinney took an active part in this in- 
teresting occasion. His work was successful on 
all lines and marks a period of the fine progress 
in Rehoboth Church. 

2 
REV. JOHN H. HACKENBERG, D.D. 


At the Conference of 1907 Rev. Joun H. 
Hackenserc, D.D., was made Pastor of ~our 
church. His coming gave us a minister of some- 
what different type, but was highly appreciated 
by our congregation. Doctor Hackenberg stood 
high in intellectual attainments and he soon found 
a congenial atmosphere. His uniform, courteous 
manners, his keen perception of human character 
and his practical method of conducting his min- 
istry all contributed to a very successful term as 
Pastor of Rehoboth. He has served some of the 
best charges in the Philadelphia Conference and 
at this time is taking a period of rest in southern 
California. 
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REV. CHARLES W. STRAW, D.D. 


Rev. CHarLES W. STRAW was appointed in 
1910. From the start his ministry promised suc- 
cess. He quietly, but with carefully studied pur- 
pose, set himself to the task of establishing the 
Kingdom of Jesus Christ in our parish. His 
preaching and teaching were alike calculated to 
build up character in the life and loyalty to the 
church. Every one knew he was at his post and 
the progress of the church throughout the term 
of this pastorate was substantial. Many were 
added to our membership and our people were 
greatly edified. Doctor Straw was taken from our 
church and made a District Superintendent in 
1916. 

Brother Straw by his own personal invitation 
secured a membership of one hundred in a Men’s 
Bible Class which he organized. ‘The influence 
of this fine piece of work remains with us yet. 
Though now less in numbers the Men’s Bible 
Class continues its organization and work. 

It would seem very fitting to mention Mrs. 
Straw in this connection, because of the active 
part she took in pastoral visitation and all the 
work of the chruch. She has a host of friends 
in Rehoboth. 
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REV GLADSTONE HOLM, D.D. 


Rev. GiapstongE Horm, D.D., came to our 
church from the Church of the Advocate, Ger- 
mantown, in 1916. A conspicuous feature of this 
pastorate was the entry of the United States into 
the World War, taking so many of our young 
men to the service of their country, and causing 
anxiety to many homes, and loss to our church. 

Brother Holm took special interest in all these 
boys. Having a genial manner, a sympathetic 
heart, and a voice and knowledge of our hymnol- 
egy at his command, he will be long remembered 
by the sick and shut-in folks whom he faithfully 
visited because of his helpful ministry. He was 
appointed to Madison Avenue Church in Chester 
m A921, 

e 


REV. N. BARTON MASTERS, D.D. 


Rev. N. Barton Masrers, D.D., was appointed 
to Rehoboth at the Conference of 1921. He 
brought to us a talent for bright expression, which 
was much enjoyed by the congregation. The evi- 
dence of very careful preparation of all his ser- 
mons and addresses was quite apparent. The 
prayer-meeting talks were pithy and interesting 
and provoked frequent comment because of the 
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helpful lessons they contained. Under his min- 
istry the church made steady progress. The plans 
and financial arrangements for the many much- 
needed improvements in the church were all pro- 
jected successfully during this administration. 
Doctor Masters became Pastor of the church in 
Easton, Pa., in 1925. 


S 


REV. EDWARD A. BAWDEN, D.D. 


At the Annual Conference of 1925 Rev. Ep- 
warp A. BAWDEN was appointed to Rehoboth. 
Brother Bawden entered into the labors of his 
brother ministers who had preceded him and at 
once began to lay the groundwork for organizing 
all the departments of the church more thoroughly. 
Under his guidance the Official Board was newly 
organized and made to fit into the changes made 
from time to time by the General Conference. 
- Doctor Bawden gave Rehoboth preaching of a 
very high order. His sermons, usually too brief, 
were well delivered, were logical and convincing, 
and calculated to build up the faith and the stand- 
ards of life the Christian should attain. His was 
a good ministry. 
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REV. JOHN W. TINDALL, D.D. 


Rey. Joun W. Trnpa.i, who is now serving 
Rehoboth in his second year, came in time to com- 
plete plans for the 100th Anniversary of our 
church. During the terms of the recent pastor- 
ates, and completed recently, many important 
changes have taken place. The complete renova- 
tion of the church, giving us a beautiful building 
in which to celebrate our centennial, has been 
fully accomplished in time for this great event. 

Meantime Brother ‘Tindall is entering into what 
promises to be a splendid ministry, and with gen- 
uine and sensible evangelistic spirit, the church is 
destined to make real progress both in spiritual 
and material lines. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


Among the earliest records of Methodism in 
Frankford we find mention of the effort to or- 
ganize a Sunday-school. After numerous spas- 
modic efforts to have some regular established 
service, it seems that William Huckel and Miss 
Hannah Sing Bunting engaged in a labor of love 
among the children and young people of I*rank- 
ford. With the assistance of Miss Maria Huckel 
and Amy B. English, Miss Bunting gathered a 
school of about fifty pupils. They held their 
meetings in a house on Paul Street, above Ruan, 
on the east side, belonging to Samuel Morrow, 
at which place preaching service was occasion- 
ally held. 

A number of the members of this school were 
converts in the meeting which was held in March, 
1829, in the residence of Mr. Hugh De Haven. 
In May of that year we have the first record of 
the Sunday-school, reporting the attendance for 
each Sunday, the first entry being Sunday morn- 
ing, May 24, 1829, when fourteen male and 
twenty-three female scholars were reported pres- 
ent. In a few weeks the record indicates that 
there was a morning and an afternoon session 
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of the school. The attendance varied from thir- 
teen to thirty-nine present at either session for 
the remainder of the year. There is no doubt 
that at the start Miss Bunting was Directress, 
as they styled the Superintendent, and for a period 
in 1829 Mr. Caughey acted for Samuel Tiel, who 
seems to have been the Director. 

There is nothing recorded which gives any idea 
of the service, as we simply have the account of 
opening and closing with singing and prayer. 
Occasionally there is a record of “No school to- 
day,” “Rainy,” or “Too Stormy.” 

Samuel Core is the next one mentioned as 
Director, though it is difficult to tell when he was 
selected. ‘The record is clear, however, that April 
15, 1832, a Brother Dewees was appointed as 
Director, which position he held until February 
of the next year, when John Curtis was appointed. 
Mention is made of the fact that Rev. Jefferson 
Lewis opened the Sunday-school May 5, 1833, 
and at other times was in attendance at the ses- 
sions of the school. In one of his references he 
speaks of the school as numbering one hundred 
scholars, with two hundred and fifty-six volumes 
in the library. During that time, however, sixty- 
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six is the largest number reported present at any 
cne session. 

In the year 1833 we note the names of John 
Curtis and his son, John D. Curtis, and his 
wife, who attended the Sunday-school. Mr. 
John Curtis was Director for a while, this being 
the title which afterward was called Superin- 
tendent. Our Wm. H. Peace, for a number of 
years trustee in the church, was the grandson of 
Mr. John Curtis. The latter studied for the 
ministry and for a while was a member of the 
Philadelphia Annual Conference, afterward mov- 
ing to the Wilmington Conference where he 
served as Presiding Elder. His daughter, Mrs. 
Peace, joined Rehoboth on the same day as Mrs. 
Rachel Blake, whose services as class leader and 
leader of women in our church generally were 
quite notable. 

Robert K. Duffield was made Director April 
13, 1834, and served about two years. Nothing 
- special is noted except the variable attendance due 
to changes in the weather. This suggests the 
probable condition of the unpaved streets and 
sidewalks in those early days. 

James Wilson succeeded to the position in 1836, 
and for the first time the title of ‘“Superintend- 
ent” is used. There seems to have been much 
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solicitude, as is indicated by the following verse, 
penned at the end of a record of an afternoon 
session : 
“The day is cool and wet, 
There are but few at school; 
O when shall all the children get 
Into the troubled Pool?” 

A new Superintendent was elected in March, 
1837, Philip Hilt, who served but a short time. 
‘The school seems to have suspended for four 
months, opening again in August with Samuel 
Core as Superintendent. The only items recorded 
are the attendance and the names of the teachers 
present. ‘This record closed April 14, 1839, and 
we have no authentic Sunday-school history until 
1850, when a new Constitution was adopted, and 
complete records were kept. Evidently a book 
which cannot be found was used during the in- 
terval. 

We find from Quarterly Conference reports of 
this period that the school had been growing, and 
the accommodations—presumably in the Academy 
__were too limited, as there are indications that 
the basement of the church, which had been un- 
finished, was fitted up for use, and the school 
roved into these new quarters. ‘The membership 
is reported as two hundred and twenty-two. 
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After this change the school seems to have 
made rapid progress, for we have now a record 
of teachers, fifty-two; scholars, three hundred and 
fifteen. Total, three hundred and sixty-seven. 
In 1848 there was approval of an Infant Depart- 
ment of the Sunday-school. 

The school adopted a new Constitution about 
the beginning of 1850. The first minutes we 
have in the new book are dated April 28th, and 
are of the fourth quarterly meeting of the Man- 
agers of the Methodist Episcopal Sunday-school 
Association of Frankford. An interesting entry 
tells that “A communication was received from 
the Presbyterian Sabbath-school, stating that a 
meeting, composed of committees of the several 
Sabbath-schools in the place, would be held in 
the lecture room of the Presbyterian Church on 
Wednesday evening for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the propriety of all the schools 
having their excursion upon the same day.” Jile 
Wagner was Secretary of the meeting. 

The next meeting was the Annual Meeting, at 
which the following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, Richard Barwis; Vice-President, Samuel J. 
IWdgar; Secretary, John Shallcross; Treasurer, 
Lewis Brous; Superintendent Bible Department, 
Richard L. Barwis; Assistant Superintendent, 
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Bible Department, Nathan R. Shock; Superin- 
tendent Infant School, Samuel J. Edgar; Secre- 
tary Bible Department, John Shallcross; Secre- 
tary Infant Department, Thomas Frazier ; Libra- 
rian, Richard Core; Assistant Librarian, Lewis 
Brous. Acting Committee, John Wilcock, Rich- 
ard L,. Barwis. Collectors, John Krewson, Cherie 
Borie. It will be noted that there is a set of 
officers for the Association, and separate officers 
for the school itself. 

The Sunday-school excursion planned at this 
time was arranged for by a committee of two 
persons to procure provisions, their duties being 
to consult with contributors as to what articles 
they should send; another of four to procure 
dishes; a committee of eight to procure benches, 
and one of eight members called the Water Com- 
mittee. 

It appears that at this early day the question 
of good teachers was a problem, as now. “Care- 
less inattention” to their duty is the reason given 
in more than one case for the breaking up of a 
class and of its loss to the school. Rev. William 
Cooper took special interest in the Sunday-school, 
and gave the work his attention. He preached 
on Sunday-school work, took up a special collec- 
tion for the school expenses, and exhorted Chris- 
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tians to work in the school as teachers. He suc- 
ceeded in aiding the officers materially. 

In one of the reports of the Superintendent in 
1851, we note this record: 


The recitations during the quarter were as follows: 











Males, 128 hymns; 15,261 answers; 845 scriptures. 
Bemalesi el: 03/ie tes 21,767 es 977 S 
Lotal ged t65 ks 37,028 S 1,822 z 


In May, 1852, Samuel Core was elected Super- 
intendent of the school, in which position he 
served one year. ‘The library books in those days 
were very important, and the minutes frequently 
refer to the purchase of new books and the de- 
mand upon the librarians for their use. This 
brings out the fact of the scarcity of books in 
homes, and the meagre facilities for securing 
good reading matter. 

In 1853 Richard L. Barwis returned to the 
superintendency for one year. ‘The school now 
numbered sixty-five officers and teachers, and 
three hundred and ninety-four scholars. Books 
in library, five hundred and fifty. For benevolent 
purposes $106.72 had been given. From the min- 
utes we learn that there was a prayer-meeting 
held at one session of the school each month. 

Samuel Yost succeeded to the superintendency 
of the school in 1854, and served for two years. 
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At the same time William Calland was elected as 
Treasurer of the Sunday-school, which position 
he held until 1887, when failing eyesight deprived 
him of the privilege of serving the church he 
loved so well. 

At the election in 1856 Richard Thomas Wil- 
liams was called to the superintendency, in which 
position he continued to serve the school until 
1881, with the exception of an interval of three 
years, during which he was compelled to give up 
his active duties on account of ill health. The 
school at this period had grown to be quite strong, 
numbering in all branches seventy-six officers and 
teachers, and four hundred and fifty scholars. 
The library contained about one thousand vol- 
umes. ‘The school was very prosperous during 
those years, and much of its present character is 
due to the untiring labor and zeal of the Super- 
intendent. We can hardly conceive the conditions 
that surrounded the work. There had been put 
into effect a few years earlier a new Constitution 
and rules for the government of the school, but 
these did not remove the difficulties. It required 
years of painstaking labor and enthusiastic effort 
to secure to posterity the fine organization which 
has come down to us. It is related of Brother 
' Williams that he interested himself in the minutia 
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of the operations of the school. When the library 
was in a disorganized state, he spent many even- 
ings, often alone, rearranging it in sysematic 
order. 

A branch school was organized in 1860, meet- 
ing in the Frankford Lyceum. This started with 
eighty scholars, and John Shallcross was Super- 
intendent. This Sunday-school was the founda- 
tion of the Frankford Avenue M. E. Church, to 
whose interests Brother Shallcross was devoted 
until his death. 

Cherie Borie was elected Superintendent of 
Rehoboth School in 1868, serving one year; then, 
after a year out of the position, he was recalled 
and served another term. He had been very 
active in the Sunday-school for a number of 
years, filling various official positions, at one time 
being President of the Association. He took 
great interest in organizing the young people, 
and was specially interested in the Band of 
_ Hope, the great temperance organization of-that 
day. George L. Horn was made Superintendent 
in 1869, and served one year. Aramingo School, 
which had been recently opened through his ef- 
forts, became one of the branch schools of Re- 
hoboth. In addition to the many activities of his 
official relation to the church, he devoted much 
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time to building up an interest in the movement 
in Aramingo. As he entered step by step into 
the office of Local Preacher, his services were 
very valuable in this work. It was largely due to 
his efforts that finally East Allegheny Avenue 
Church was made a possibility. A new Constitu- 
tion was adopted in 1870. 

R. T. Williams was returned to the head of the 
school in 1871, and under the new Constitution 
became President of the Association by virtue of 
his election as Superintendent. 

In 1873 another branch school was formed, 
meeting on Trenton Avenue, which has since 
grown into the Orthodox Street M. E. Church. 
Thus the parent church, the Frankford Avenue 
enterprise, and this new church, all sprang from 
Sunday-schools. 

Robert Pattison, who had been the Assistant 
Superintendent in charge of the Intermediate De- 
partment for a number of years, retired in 1878, 
and cast his lot with the Central M. FE. Church, 
which was organized about this time. He served 
as Superintendent of the Central School about 
twenty-five years. 

The Adult Department of the Sunday-school 
had for a number of years held its sessions in 
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the audience room of the church, the Interme- 
diate Department in the basement, and the Pri- 
mary School in the Academy Building. On the 
completion of the new building in 1879, the 
various departments were removed to the new 
quarters. 

At the annual meeting of the Board in 1880, 
Brother Williams declined the nomination for re- 
election as Superintendent, giving satisfactory 
reasons for withdrawing from this responsible 
position. His declination was accepted with ex- 
pressions of regret, and of gratitude for his past 
services. 

Among those whose names appear as active 
during the period of this administration, we find 
William H. Lovett, who assisted in the main 
school; C. B. Lloyd, who had served as Librarian 
and Secretary, holding the latter position for a 
period covering twenty-six years ; Thomas Sayre, 
Samuel Cooper, Salem Walton, Nathan Shock, 
‘Henry Dyre, Benjamin Foulkrod, Wesley Brous, 
Milton Fredericks, D. W. Walton and Israel 
Walton. 

Robert Gilmour succeeded to the position of 
Superintendent. He brought to the position a 
fertile mind and an immense interest in the work 
of the Sunday-school. Being at the age when 
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best service is possible, much was expected from 
his activities. This expectation was not disap- 
pointed, for there was a stimulus given to every 
department. The school grew in numbers, the 
average attendance was increased, and the gen- 
eral interest was of a high order. Brother Gil- 
mour was not, however, able to continue long in 
the office. His health began to fail, and after 
eighteen months he resigned. During the last 
few months of his term his very efficient Assist- 
ant, James H. Williams, was in full charge. He 
did so well that the Board would have gladly 
elected him as Superintendent, but he very posi- 
tively declined to accept the call, and an election 
was ordered to take place in October, 1881. At 
this election John Walton was called to take up 
the responsibilities of the office. He held the 
office of Superintendent for thirty years, retiring 
in November, 1911, believing that he had served 
as long as he should. 

Brother Walton brought to the office untiring 
zeal and close application to the details of the 
entire school. He was also enabled through his 
wide acquaintance with the Sunday-school leaders 
of the whole country, and knowledge of the ideas 
and ideals of the Sunday-school world, with 
which he was officially connected, to give to the 


154 REHOBOTH M. E. CHURCH 


school a standing which it has still maintained, 
much above the average. His connection with the 
County, State and International work, and mem- 
bership in the Board of Sunday-schools of our 
own denomination, gave our school special 
prestige in the Sunday-school world. 

The stimulus the school had received was con- 
tinuous in its effect, and scholars were added 
constantly, and the new accommodations, which 
had been called for mainly for the Sunday-school, 
soon proved inadequate. Possibly a quotation 
from a report at this time might give a glimpse 
of the situation: “Having entered upon the duties 
of Superintendent of the Sunday-school during 
the present quarter, I desire to submit the follow- 
ing report. In regard to the general condition of 
the Sunday-school, it affords me pleasure to say 
we are well officered (not mentioning the Super- 
intendent) and well attended by officers, teachers 
and scholars. It is a fact worthy of mention that 
the hearty co-operation of all, in any or all of 
the varied work coming within the scope of a 
Sunday-school, is very commendable, and is do- 
ing much in keeping our school alive and strong. 
We have one drawback to the properly and 
healthy growth of the school, and that is in our 
accommodations. We have a full school-room, and 
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could form other classes. We have the privilege 
to put the surplus classes into the main audience 
room of the church, but, unfortunately, we have 
not the authority to compel them to go.” 

In 1882 a new Constitution was adopted, to be 
more in conformity with the provisions of the 
Discipline. ‘This remains the present law of the 
Sunday-school. 

The pressure of the attendance became so great 
that in 1883 the main school was compelled to 
occupy the audience room, giving the other rooms 
for the use of the Intermediate and Primary De- 
partments. 

Rehoboth Sunday-school has always been ag- 
gressive and progressive. While possibly in some 
things not up to the best, there has always been 
an appreciation of advance movements. 

The missionary movement began early, and the 
liberality of our people has always been displayed 
toward this important benevolence. The excel- 
lent organization of the Sunday-school Mission- 
ary Society has been very helpful in maintaining 
the high standard reached. For a number of 
years the combined collection of the Sunday- 
school and church has made a total which puts 
us in the lead in the Philadelphia Conference in 
the collections for this cause. 
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The liberality of Rehoboth is not confined to 
missions, but frequently the school has responded 
generously to special appeals, and for a number 
of years has connected with the Christmas exer- 
cises the thought of giving. At first provisions 
were given to the poor, but more recently an 
offering has been made to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Hospital. 

The Educational collection, taken on Children’s 
Day, has always been liberal, and for a long time 
was among the largest in the country. 

Our Temperance Society was organized in the 
Sunday-school for the purpose of keeping the 
subject of temperance before the school at proper 
times, and securing the pledge of each scholar to 
total abstinence. Samuel Christian has been the 
secretary since its organization, and has prac- 
tically conducted the Society. 

At all times throughout its history the various 
business meetings of the Sunday-school Board 
have been spirited, and by the enthusiasm aroused 
have had much to do with shaping the policy of 
the church. The teachers of the school have been 
selected with care, and as a rule the most active 
and intelligent members of the church have been 
found in the teaching force. 
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Prominent among those who have served the 
school during this administration, we note: Amos 
Pennypacker, who was Treasurer of the Mission- 
ary Society; Walter Scott, a very efficient teacher, 
succeeded to this position, which he retained a 
number of years; Samuel Christian, Robert Gil- 
mour, William H. Peace and John H. Lloyd 
served as Superintendents of the Intermediate De- 
partment, and Mrs. Allan J. Gilmour was Pri- 
mary Superintendent for some years. 

The Sunday-school officers and teachers in 
1904 were: 

Main Department—John Walton, Superintend- 
ent; W. J. Boardman, Assistant Superintendent ; 
J. R. Gilmour, Secretary ; J. H. Hopwood, Treas- 
urer; A. J. Gilmour, Librarian; Mary T. Mac- 
Donough, Mrs. Emma Wright, Horace T. Green- 
wood and John B. Duffy, Assistants to Librarian. 

Teachers—Rev. T. W. McKinney (Bible 
Union), W. J. Boardman, Florence Wright, Wil- 
liam R. Horn, Helen Lovett, Christine Christian, 
Anna M. Boardman, Harry B. Antrim, Isabella 
Rodgers, Lavinia Lloyd, Clara Milford, Rettie 
Yard, Jessie Miles, Ida W. Lukens, Imogene 
Parsons, Laura Medford, Kate Miles, Sarah 
Williams, Gertrude Russum, Mary Shallcross, 
Laura Williams, Elizabeth France, Samuel Shaw, 
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Harry R. Glenn, Albert J. Elliott, Charles Jus- 
tice and. Samuel Christian. 

Intermediate Department — William B. Gil- 
mour, Superintendent ; Elwood L. Lukens, Assist- 
ant Superintendent ; Harry Colebaugh, Secretary ; 
H. A. Milford, Librarian; James Fox, Joseph 
Davies, Albert Carr, Fred. Lowe, Assistants to 
Librarian. 

Teachers—Annie Ainsworth, Jennie Christian, 
dna Taylor, Martha Dover, Israel Winterbot- 
tom, Jr., Lena Houlker, Charles Hart and Fannie 
Wardell. 

Junior and Primary Departments—Mary L. 
Blackman, Superintendent; Mrs. W. J. Board- 
man, Mrs. H. Pilkington, Mary Lloyd, Mrs. 
Albert Pickels, Mrs. Rowland White, Mrs. J. H. 
Weistner, Lillian Entwistle, Mrs. Lindsay, As- 
sistants. 

Home Department—Samuel Christian, Super- 
intendent ; Mrs. Bolton, Mrs. Focht, Mrs. Lloyd, 
Mrs. Vandegrift, Mrs. Solly, Mrs. France, Mrs. 
Winterbottom, Mrs. Dover, Salina Houlker and 
Ella Eltonhead, Visitors. 

John H. Hopwood, Treasurer of the Mission- 
ary Society. 

The school as now organized is attempting to 
sustain a Junior Department, which is under the 
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general direction of Miss Mary L. Blackman, the 
Primary Superintendent. Miss Lillian Entwistle 
is assisting in this new departure. The need of 
new rooms to enable the school to maintain mod- 
ern grades is much felt, and the prospect of better 
accommodations promised in the new building 
project before the church is prophetic of not only 
greater conveniences in the work of the school, 
but of better and more effectual work. 

Several years ago a Home Department was 
added to our organization. W. J. Boardman was 
the Superintendent in charge for two years, and 
laid a good foundation for this new departure. 
The late John H. Lloyd was placed in this position 
as his successor, and gave much time and efficient 
service with good results. Since his death Samuel 
Christian attended to the duties of the office, 
as Superintendent. 

Miss Jane B. Christian took up the super- 
intendency of this department after the death of 
her father and served a number of years. She 
was succeeded by Mrs. Ida M. Fox, who is now 
Superintendent. 

In the Primary Department the Cradle Roll 
has been added to the organization, and is a most 
excellent enterprise, Miss Mary B. Lloyd in 
charge. 
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During the history of the school many of the 
pastors have engaged actively in its services. This 
is more especially true of recent years. Rev. D. 
W. Gordon had a Bible Class composed of ladies. 
Rev. J. R. T. Gray succeeded him as its teacher, 
and in one of his reports speaks of this as among 
his most pleasant duties. Rev. W. J. Paxson was 
also teacher of the class, and greatly enjoyed the 
work. ‘The class continued with Samuel Christian 
as teacher. — 

Rev. ‘IT. W. McKinney conducted a Bible Union, 
which occupied the Reading Room until the neces- 
sity of the Junior Department compelled it to 
occupy seats with the Adult Department in the 
audience room. 

With the same spirit that has always character- 
ized the workers in our Sunday-school, and the 
many advanced methods which are near at hand 
for use by the school, with a new Sunday-school 
building adapted for this special work, there is 
no reason why Rehoboth should not go on making 
greater successes than in the past. And if the 
high standard that has for so long been before 
the officers and teachers—to win every member 
of the school to Christ, and to train them in godly 
living—is maintained, there is little doubt that 
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the blessing of God will continue with this his- 
toric school. 
The membership in the school in 1904 was: 


Officers and slcacherseegeee steric steerer 62 
Scholarswalll tacesmaneetace ieee ce 724 
Members of the Home Department ... 119 
Members of the Cradle Roll........... 59 

Wotale entollmentusss. eee eas oa 904 


In November, 1911, Brother William B. Gil- 


mour, who had served some years as an Assistant 
Superintendent of the school in charge of the 
[ntermediate Department, was elected Superin- 
tendent to succeed Brother John Walton, who had 
resigned. Brother Gilmour put the energy of a 
wide-awake, active young man into the work. He 
is still the very successful and beloved Superin- 
tendent of the school. 

The officers and teachers of the school in May, 
1929, are as follows: 


RrewosotH SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
Wm. B. Gilmour T. W. Winterbottom 


Superintendent Assistant Superintendent 
Robert A. Arrison 
Secretary 
Arthur W. Lowe W. Paul Gilmour 


Charles N. Stuart 


Assistant Secretaries 
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I*ffie Guckes Allan J. Gilmour 
Missionary Secretary Librarian 
William R. Guthrie Thomas B. Beach 
Treasurer Chorister 
Mrs. Asa H. Coale 


Pianist 


SENIOR DEPARTMENT. 


TEACHERS. 
Mrs. Ida O. Lukens Jane Christian 
Florence M. Wright Elizabeth Schoch 
Samuel T. Shaw Thomas B. Beach 
Jessie Glenn Ethel Holme 
Mrs. John F, Eckbold Mrs. Walter E. Nuss 


Men’s Orcanizep Bisig Crass 
Harry A. Milford Alexander Christian 


President Treasurer 
James M. Christian John Walton 
Vice-President Teacher 
Theo. B. Jones Benj. F. Eltonhead 
Secretary Assistant Teacher 


WoMEN’sS ORGANIZED Brey CrAss. 
Mirseale ea olnaie Mrs. Nellie Green 


President Secretary 
Mrs. Mary Lovett Mrs. S. J. Bolton 
First Viee-Presideni Treasurer 


Mrs. Ernestine Gilmour Mrs. J. W. Tindall 


Second Vice-President Teacher 
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“OTHERS’—ORGANIZED BiBLE CLASS. 
Mrs. Harold Swope Mrs. Everett A. Young 


President Recording Secretary 
Mrs. T. C. Clapham Mrs. William Walters 
Vice-President Corresponding Secretary 


Mrs. George Hilt 
Treasurer 
Moruers’ CLass 
Mrs. W. W. Pickles Mrs. E. Zimmerman 
President ; Treasurer 


Mrs. W. R. Rorer Nitsa eback 


Secretary Assistant Treasurer 
Mrs. H. A. Milford 
Teacher 
INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 
Israel W. Winterbottom 
Superintendent 
TEACHERS. 
Mrs. Henry Massa Mrs. James W. Johnston 
Dorothy Thompson John W. Tindall 
Mrs. Howard H. Denn Gordon A. Pack 
Mary C. Holmes George M. Hessner 


JUNIOR DEPARTMENT. 
Mrs. P. Goodwin Masters 


Superintendent 


TEACHERS. 
Jean H. Gilmour Dorothy S. Jones 
Ella Ells Doris Pearcey 


Mrs. Geo. M. Hessner Martha Dilworth 
Mrs. John H. Jones Sarah Denn 
Mrs. Thomas B. Beach 
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PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 


Marion R. Horn 
Superintendent 
Samuel P. Holmes Mrs. Frank Thompson 


Secretary Pianist 
TEACHERS. 
Mrs. J. H. Wiestner Mrs. Harry C. Sundgard 
Mrs. Eliza White Mrs. Alex. Christian 


Mrs. Edw. T. Stringer Mrs. Frank Thompson 
Helen Eckert 


HOME DEPARTMENT. 
Mrs. Ida M. Fox Anna LL. Betson 


Superintendent Assistant Superintendent 


VISITORS. 
Mrs. William C. Arrison Mrs. Eliza White 
Mrs. Edwin Stevens Anna L. Betson 
Mrs. Laura Young Jane Christian 
Mrs. Elizabeth Solly Mrs. John C. Davies 
Mrs. I. Winterbottom Harry A. Milford 
William Ferguson 


BEGINNERS’ DEPARTMENT. 


Elaine F. Rorer Mrs. T. E. Comly 
Superintendent Secretary 
ASSISTANTS 
Laverna Beach Ruth D. Reichell 


Mrs. Mary Hibbert Helen E. Ploucher 
Margaret Worrell 
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CRADLE ROLL. 
Mrs. Anna M. Sechler 
Superintendent 
WHEAT SHEAF LANE MISSION SCHOOL 


Mrs. George Moulton 
Superintendent 


‘TEACHERS. 


Mrs. Robert F. Fischer, Beginners’ Department 
Mrs. Louis Schloesser Marion Stanger 


OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. 


In the course of its history, a number of or- 
ganizations have flourished, the influence of which 
has been helpful to the church. 


THE CuristiAN BROTHERHOOD. 

In 1867 “The Christian Brotherhood” was 
formed by the young men of the church, “for the 
mental, moral and spiritual improvement of its 
members.” Its religious meetings were very 
popular, affording opportunity for public prayer, 
testimony and exhortation, while its monthly 
meetings were well adapted for mental improve- 
ment—public speaking, debates and business dis- 
cussions being provided for in its order of exer- 
cises. 

The anniversaries, always occasions of much 
interest, were largely attended. In several in- 
stances, preachers who have been present at the 
meetings declared it was the best organization of 
the kind that had come under their observation. 
The young men displayed much zeal, freely en- 
gaging in religious work. ‘The sick were visited 
and cared for, and the poor given needed relief. 

Interest seemed to center in the prayer-meet- 
ings which, in order to accommodate all the at- 
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tendants, were held in various parts of the town, 
as many as four being in session at the same 
hour. The leaders of these meetings were ap- 
pointed by the President of the Association, and 
the exercise of their gifts and graces proved very 
beneficial to the young men in their after lives. 

The Brotherhood held a prayer-meeting on 
Sunday mornings exclusively for young men. 
The young ladies of the church were also active 
in religious work. They attended the household 
meetings, adding much to the interest of the serv- 
ices by their singing and prayers. They also 
maintained a spirited Sunday morning prayer- 
meeting, at which the attendance was usually very 
large. 

A tent was purchased, and used at the several 
camp-meetings at that time. These meetings 
were very popular, being often scenes of great 
religious enthusiasm. 

The organization of Frankford Avenue and 
Orthodox Street Churches took from the Brother- 
hood a number of its members who had been in- 
fluential in the movements which led up to these 
new church enterprises. 

The Brotherhood served its purpose well, and 
while it yielded to other young peoples’ associa- 
tions, it was in some respects a unique organiza- 
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tion. None of the newer societies have quite 
filled its place. 


ab) 


© 


Tur Lyceum. 

In compliance with the suggestion of the 
General Conference, that wherever practicable a 
Church Lyceum should be established, the Chris- 
tian Brotherhood was reorganized in 1878, and 
merged with the Lyceum of Rehoboth Church. 
The distinguishing features of the Lyceum were, 
in harmony with the Discipline, social intercourse 
and mental improvement, including the study of 
sound religious literature. 

This society made good progress, its meetings 
being interesting and well attended. While pri- 
marily a young people’s society, the literary ex- 
ercises of the Lyceum became so attractive that 
many of the older members of the church were 
drawn into active membership. It was not un- 
usual in the debates to find the young men on one 
side, while those of more advanced years de- 
fended the other. This exercise was highly stim- 
ulating to youthful minds, and many hours were 
spent in study and preparation for the meetings. 
In some instances the papers read were of a 


OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 171 


high order, indicating that their authors were 
possessed of more than ordinary talent. 

The apartment adjoining the gallery was fitted 
up for a reading-room under the care of the 
Lyceum. ‘This necessitated the removal of a par- 
tition and the erection of book-shelves. Books 
were secured by purchase and donation until a 
considerable library had been collected. A large 
table was placed in the room, and papers and 
magazines provided. For a time the room was 
open for use of members of the Lyceum and 
others several evenings of the week. 

After a number of years of vigorous life in- 
terest began to wane, and finally the organization 


disbanded. e 


Tur CuristrAN ENDEAVOR SOCIETY. 

In February, 1889, a Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety was organized which, while of considerable 
spiritual value to its members, was not as well 
sustained as might have been desired, and at the 
end of about two years it was merged into the 


Epworth League. Bs 


Tur Epworth LEAGUE. 


The Rev. J. R. T. Gray, believing an Epworth 
League to be the proper society for Methodists, 
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in November, 1891, organized a Chapter to suc- 
ceed the Christian Endeavor Society. The 
League was started with fifty-eight members, and 
the following officers: President, Lot H. Ains- 
worth; Departments—Devotional, H. D. Roe; 
Mercy and Help, Mary L. Blackman; Literary, 
John Walton; Social, Elwood L. Lukens; Secre- 
tary, Kate T. Miles; Treasurer, H. C. Mann. 

The work not being largely supported, in the 
fall of 1893 there was talk of disbanding, but 
Dr. Paxson suggested instead a practical reor- 
ganization, believing that the League could suc- 
ceed and become a great influence for good. Ac- 
cordingly, the membership list was revised, only 
those being retained who would pledge them- 
selves to actively support the work. The follow- 
ing officers were elected in November of. that 
year: President, Robert Gilmour ; Departments— 
Devotional, Nellie Rodgers; Mercy and Help, 
Mary L. Blackman; Literary, John Walton; So- 
cial, John M. Justice; Secretary, Kate T. Miles ; 
Treasurer, John F. Davies. 

Under the efficient leadership of Mr. Gilmour, 
the Cabinet devised new methods of work, so 
that all who would do so could take some active 
part. A widespread interest was developed, the 
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membership soon including a majority of the 
young people of the church and Sunday-school, 
and many of these who have become most active 
in church work remember Brother Gilmour as the 
inspiration to service. 

He was well regarded by the young people of 
our church until the day of his death. 

In May, 1894, the Junior League was organ- 
ized with about fifty members, Miss Mary L. 
Blackman being Superintendent. 

The Senior and Junior Leagues have exer- 
cised a wide influence, through their devotional 
and literary meetings, in molding the characters 
of the young people, many having developed into 
earnest Christian workers. 

Rehoboth League took the initiative in bring- 
ing the young people’s societies of Frankford 
together for the purpose of holding religious 
services in the engine houses. ‘This series of 
meetings was started in February, 1900. 

The officers in 1904 were: President, John F. 
Davies; Departments—Devotional, Anna M. 
Boardman; World’s Evangelization, Florence 
Wright; Mercy and Help, Mrs. William R. 
Guthrie; Literary and Social, A. J. Elliott; Sec- 
retary, Mary Pollitt; Treasurer, William R. 
Guthrie. 
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The League has continued since this time with 
varying success. Quite a number of years, under 
the leadership of Thomas Bruce Beach, the work 
was carried on with much enthusiasm and splen- 
did work was accomplished. 

He has been succeeded by William R. Guthrie, 
Jr., who is now president, and there is every 
promise that the League will have a season of real 
prosperity. 

The officers at this time, 1929, are: President, 
Wm. R. Guthrie, Jr.; Ist Vice-President, Martha 
F. Dilworth, the Spiritual Work Department ; 2d 
Vice-President, Thos. B. Beach, Mission Study ; 
3d Vice-President, Ella H. Ells, Social Service ; 
4th Vice-President, Ella Clark, Recreation; Sec- 
retary, Mildred F. Hobson; Treasurer, J. Arthur 
Davies; Junior Department, Mrs. T. B. Beach, 
Superintendent. 

e 
Tue Users’ ASSOCIATION. 

For many years the members of the Board 
of Trustees attended to the seating of the con- 
gregation and the taking of the plate collections. 
Later on these duties were transferred to the 
younger men of the church, under the super- 
vision of a committee of the Board. In 1896 the 
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committee was instructed to form an association 
of young men to whom the work could be regu- 
larly assigned, the members of the committee to 
be ex officio members of the organization. Out of 
this movement grew the Ushers’ Association as 
we now have it. Its first President, Charles B. 
Lloyd, was appointed Chief Usher, in which posi- 
tion he served for several years. ‘The association 
is in a flourishing condition, giving close attention 
to its important duties, not omitting to provide 
occasional entertainments with interesting literary 
programs. 

The officers in 1904 were: President, Albert 
MacE roy ; Vice-President, H. Wolstenholme ; 
Secretary, Elliot Shoe; Treasurer, Elmer Smith; 
Librarian, Robert MacMaster ; Chief Usher, 
Albert MacElroy. Later the association ceased 
its activities and for a number of years Mr. H. A. 
Milford has been the efficient Chief Usher. 

3 

Tar Woman’s Home Missionary Socinry. 

The Woman’s Home Missionary Society of 
Frankford was organized in March, 1885, dur- 
ing Dr. Swindells’ pastorate, with forty-two mem- 
bers. ‘The following officers were elected: Presi- 
dent, Emma Mecaskey; Vice- Presidents, Emma 
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Cocker and Rebecca Shallcross; Recording Sec- 
retary, Anna K. Shallcross; Treasurer, Mattie R. 
Gilmour ; Corresponding Secretary, Ida Cheston. 

The purpose of the organization is stated as 
follows: “The object of this Society shall be to 
aid in interesting Christian women in the eleva- 
tion and evangelization of needy and destitute 
women and children in our own land and in rais- 
ing funds for this work.” 

The receipts for the first year amounted to 
$226.54. 

On October 17, 1899, the name of the Society 
was changed from “Frankford” to “Rehoboth,” 
the members from both Frankford Avenue and 
Central Churches withdrawing and forming So- 
cieties of their own. 

The membership in 1904 numbered 130, with 
receipts during the year amounting to $586.73. 

The officers at this time were: President, Mrs. 
William H. Peace; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. 11. B. 
Antrim, Mrs. A. J. Gilmour and Mrs. T. W. Mc- 
Kinney; Treasurer, Mattie R. Gilmour; Record- 
ing Secretary, A. E. Williams; Corresponding 
Secretary, Mrs. Elwood L. Lukens; Local Com- 
mittee, Mrs. James H. Williams, Mrs. C. Calland, 
and Mrs. Walter Scott; Library Committee, Ret- 
tie Yard and Mrs. FE. L. Lukens; to solicit sub- 
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scriptions for “Woman’s Home Missions,” Mrs. 
CoxCoatland: 

The Society continued to do most excellent 
work and has grown in numbers and is making 
a substantial contribution to the general work. 
Mrs. Wm. H. Peace, who has led the Society for 
so many years, was for a long time Treasurer of 
the Philadelphia Conference Society and now for 
some years has been its President. ‘This is a dis- 
tinction that has put Rehoboth in the foreground. 
The officers at the time of the One Hundredth 
Anniversary are: President, Mrs. Wm. H. Peace ; 
Vice-President, Mrs. H. B. Antrim; Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. T. E. Comly ; Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Mrs. I. O. Lukens; Treasurer, Mrs. Isaac 
Spiegel. 

e 
THE Woman’s Foreicn Missronary Socre'ry. 

In January, 1880, a Woman’s Foreign Mission- 
ary Society was formed with a membership of 
twenty-nine, and the following officers: Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Ellen Cheeseman ; Vice-President, Mrs. 
Anna Randall; Treasurer, Mrs. R. I’. Williams; 
Secretary, Miss A. L. Byram. ‘The Society was 
not supported with much spirit, and lapsed after 
a short career of usefulness. 
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In November, 1886, a Woman’s Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society was again organized, with Mrs. 
D. W. Gordon as President, and Mrs. S. M. 
Rodgers, Vice-President. It has had a continu- 
cus existence since that time, with a membership 
varying from forty to two hundred and fifty at 
the present time. 

During its earlier years the Society annually 
sent to the parent body, besides the membership 
dues, $50 towards the salary of Miss White, a 
missionary in China; $10 or more to the Thank- 
Offering Fund, and contributions to the Contin- 
gent Fund—making an annual contribution of 
from $100 to $120. This amount has increased 
until now with all the junior branches the amount 
totals about $2,000.00 per year. The junior or- 
ganizations are the standard bearers, made up of 
members from fourteen to twenty-one years old. 
Miss Ella H. Ells is the director. The King’s 
Heralds, of children from eight to fourteen years, 
with Mrs. John F. Eckbold director, and the 
Little Light Bearers, all children under eight 
years. Miss Dorris Gilmour is director. 

The present officers of the Women’s Foreign 
Missionary Society are: President, Mrs. A. J. 
Gilmour; 1st Vice-President, Mrs. John R. Gil- 
mour; 2d Vice-President, Mrs. L. T. Holme; 3d 
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Vice-President, Mrs. B. F. Eltonhead; Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. W. E. Nuss; Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Mrs. Asa Coale; Treasurer, Mrs. Wm. W. 
Pickles. 


Tur Hosprrat, AUXILIARY. 

The Auxiliary of the Woman’s Association of 
the Methodist Episcopal Hospital was organized 
in 1889. Miss A. L. Byram was chosen Presi- 
dent, Mrs. William H. Peace, Treasurer, and 
Miss M. L. Blackman, Secretary. These officers 
have held their several positions. Since its for- 
mation the Society has paid over to the Hospital 
$2,669.79. During the Spanish-American War it 
furnished a quantity of supplies for use of the 
soldiers treated in the Hospital. 

Rehoboth branch has five Directors in the 
Needlework Guild of the Hospital, and each year 
a donation of cash and supplies is forwarded 
through them. 

The Woman’s Association of the Hospital was 
organized at the home of Mrs. Matthew Simpson, 
and at that meeting Mrs. William H. Peace was 
present. Mrs. Peace is now Treasurer of the 
Society, representing Rehoboth in the Methodist 
Hospital work. 
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The present officers are: President, Mrs. John 
C. Davies; lst Vice-President, Mrs. A. J. Gil- 
mour ; 2d Vice-President, Mrs. H. B. Antrim; 3d 
Vice-President, Mrs. Walter S. Scott; Recording 
Secretary, Mrs. H. H. Denn; Treasurer, Mrs. 
Wm. H. Peace; Needlework Committee, Mrs. H. 
B. Antrim; Flowers Committee, Miss Mary Mc- 
Donough; Representatives, Mrs. John R. Gil- 
mour, Mrs. Levin E. Moore, Mrs. Harry W. 
Scott. Mrs. J. W. Tindall. 


7 


Tur Merruopist Homer ror tHe AGED. 

Mrs. Jane Henry, wife of the Rev. John Henry, 
a former pastor of Rehoboth Church, called the 
first meeting to form a society to care for aged 
Methodists. An organization was effected June 
14, 1865. 

The Rehoboth Auxiliary was organized in 1869. 
Two persons have been admitted to the Home 
through the influence of the local society. On 
anniversary occasions the ladies of Rehoboth have 
been present to make the occasions successful. 
They have furnished materials and have gener- 
ally had tables at the annual supper in the Home. 
They contribute about $150 each year to the sup- 
port of the Home. 
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At the time of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary . 
of the church the officers were: President, Mrs. 
Weistner; Vice-President, Mrs. Worrell; Secre- 
tary, Mrs. A. Bolton; Treasurer, Mrs. S. Chris- 
tian; Managers, Mrs. ‘I’. M. Sayres and Mrs. J. 
Hassan. 

At the present writing the officers are as fol- 
lows: 

SENIOR AUXILIARY. 

President, Mrs. Annie E. Bolton; Secretary, 
Mrs. Ella McLea; Treasurer, Mrs. Edward T. 
Stringer. 


JuNIon AUNILIARY. 

President, Mrs. John F. Eckbold; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mrs. W. W. Pickles; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Jane B. Christian; Treasurer, Mrs. Arthur 
V. Winther; Reporter, Mrs. Theodore B. Jones. 

e 


Tue Lapres’ Arp SOCIETY. 

“The Ladies’ Mite Society,” which in 1912 
was changed to “The Ladies’ Aid Society of the 
Rehoboth M. E. Church of Frankford,’ was 
organized by the Rev. Curtis E. Turner. 

“Any person, by agreeing to contribute, and 
paying not less than five cents per month” was 
entitled to membership in the association; 
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“women” alone were made eligible to office. 

The first officers were: Mrs. William L. Myers, 
President; Mrs. Curtis F. Turner, Vice-Presi- 
dent; Mrs. John Shallcross, Treasurer; Mrs. 
Mary J. Cooper, Financial Secretary; Miss A. L. 
Byram, Recording Secretary, which office she 
filled for more than fifty years. 

The Society has faithfully accomplished its 
purpose ; namely, “to keep the parsonage properly 
and comfortably furnished.” 

The officers in 1904 were: President, Mrs. S. 
M. Rodgers; Vice-President, Mrs. T. W. Mc- 
Kinney; Treasurer, Mrs. EK. L. Lukens; Re- 
cording Secretary, Miss A. L. Byram. 

In addition to the original duties performed 
by this Society, some years ago the scope of 
activities was enlarged and included that of 
assisting in the furnishings of the church. At the 
time of the last improvements to the church, this 
society cared for the carpeting of the church and 
gave substantial financial help to the Building 
Committee in their work. 

The present officers of the Society are: Hon- 
orary President, Mrs. J. H. Williams; President, 
vacant; First Vice-President, Mrs. H. A. Mil- 
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ford; Second Vice-President, Mrs. H. H. Denn; 
Secretary, Miss Anna L. Betson; Treasurer, Miss 
Anna M. Boardman. 


COMMUNION SERVICE COMMITTEE. 
Mrs. J. C. Davies Mrs. L. E. Moore 
@ 
THE ORPHANAGE AUXILIARY. 
The Rehoboth Auxiliary of the Methodist 


| Episcopal Orphanage was organized in 1882. 


Miss Mary E. Lathrop was the first President, 
Miss Virginia Horn, Secretary, and Mrs. S. 
Maurice Rodgers, Treasurer. 
Through the efforts of the Auxiliary a number 
of children have been admitted to the Orphanage. 
& 


Boy Scouts. 
Scout Master, John F. Eckbold; Assistant 
Scout Master, W. Paul Gilmour; Scribe, Edward 
Jones. 


oy 
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Rev. Ernest G. Richardson, D.D., LL.D. 
Resident Bishop 


Rev. Thomas H. Evans, D.D 
District Superintendent 


Rev John W. Tindall 


Preacher in Charge 


William B. Gilmour 
Superintendent of the Sunday School 


Benj. F. Eltonhead 
Local Preacher 


James H. Willams Thos. B. Beach 


Exhorters 


Boarp oF TRUSTEES 
John Walton 


President 
Harry W. Scott 
Secretary 
Wm. O. Scott 
Treasurer 
Allan J. Gilmour Wm. B. Gilmour 
John H. Hopgood Walter E. Nuss 


Edward Pollitt Asa H. Coale 
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BoarD OF STEWARDS 


Howard H. Denn 
Recording Steward 


Samuel FE. Carver 
Reserve District Steward 


Harry D. Roe 


District Steward 


H. A. Milford 


Com munion Stewa rd 


H. W. Scott 
Poor Relief Steward 


Robt. A. Arrison 
Alexander Christian 
Asa H. Coale 

John F. Eckbold 
Benj. F. Eltonhead 
John H. Hibbert 
W. R. Horn 

Theo. B. Jones 
Helen G. Lovett 
Robt. Morrison 
Joseph Ritchie 
Samuel T. Shaw 
Thomas C. Clapham 
Frank Buzbvy 

J. FE. Sammons 


Wm. J. Boardman 
James M. Christian 
Mrs. John F. Eckbold 
Effie Guckes 

Ethel Holme 

Frank Johnson 

Ella H. Ells 

P. Goodwin Masters 
Walter E. Nuss 
Elaine F. Rorer 

I. W. Winterbottom 
Clarence Propert 

W. R. Winterbottom 
Mass ES Wi Scott 
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July, 1923, marked a new step in the march 
of progress of the Sunday-school. After careful 
consideration a daily Vacation Bible School was 
organized. ‘This was one of the finest things 
Rehoboth has done for the boys and girls of the 
community. 

To quote Dr. Masters who was pastor at the 
time of organization—“Our first year’s experi- 
ence with this work has been inspiring. Every- 
one is pleased with the good results and is en- 
thusiastic for its continuance. We feel sure that 
the eternal truth has been planted and fostered in 
many a heart.” 

The faculty consisted of three teachers, one of 
whom. was the principal. The school was divided 


OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 189 


into three groups—Juniors, Primary and Kinder- 
garten. The children were taught the hymns of 
the Church, the Bible and a half hour each ses- 
sion was given to hand work. Habit talks were 
also given from time to time. ‘The attendance 
was most gratifying, each year the average not 
falling below sixty. 

Miss Florence Wright took particular delight 
in seeing that the school had its weekly treat. 

The teachers who have served since the or- 
ganization of the school are as follows: For 1923 
and 1924, Principal, Miss Mae Coale, teaching 
primary group; Mrs. Harry A. Milford, junior 
group, and Miss Helen Eckert, kindergarten. 

For 1925, 1926, 1927, Principal, Miss Marion 
Stanger, primary group; Mrs. Harry A. Milford, 
junior group and Miss Louise Spanagle, kinder- 
garten. 

For 1928, Principal, Miss Dorothy Thompson, 
with Mrs. Milford and Miss Spanagle. 

This record would be incomplete without men- 
tion of the loyal support given the school by Dr. 
N. B. Masters, Dr. E. A. Bawden and our 
present pastor, Mr. J. W. Tindall, who were pres- 
ent in assembly each morning with few excep- 
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tions. Then too, the superintendent of the Sunday 
School, William B. Gilmour,was keenly interested, 
never failing to be present and address the school 
each year at the closing exercises. At this writ- 
ing, plans are being arranged for July, 1929. 


School of Theology 


a rem! ete 
+ Claremont anit 


GENESIS XX VI—22 
And he removed from thence, and 
digged another well; and for that they 
strove not; and he called the name of it 


REHOBOTH: 


and he said, For now the Lord hath 
made room for us, and we shall be 
fruitful in the land. 
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